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Heritage (Chapels)

The Water

The Trees

Vence, for us, is a “town in the countryside.”

We expect, in fact, all the services offered by a city: 
shops, administrations, places of culture and relaxation, 
etc ...
Our town is located “in the countryside.”

This means that the people of Vence, like their visitors, 
can go, in a few steps, to the rural places which consti-
tute the “setting” of our City.

The “Walks in Vence” will help us direct our steps 
towards these places, very close by and rich in surprise 
and emotion.

The Mayor of Vence

This guide, “Walks in Vence,” aims first of all, to encour-
age visitors to discover or rediscover our city. Through 
the architectural and religious heritage of our neighbor-
hood chapels, the Chemin du Calvaire and the famous 
Chapel of the Rosary designed by the painter Henri 
Matisse.

Between sea and mountain, Vence benefits from a 
remarkable natural setting. The Cagne, the Malvan and 
the Lubiane, the rivers that flow on the outskirts of the 
city have shaped the landscape and continue to provide 
their beneficial water. La Source de la Foux supplies all 
the fountains. All this under the protection of the Baou 
des Blancs which dominates Vence and offers a breath-
taking view of the Côte d’Azur.

The purpose of this guide is also to highlight the paths 
and develop pedestrian movements. For this, we have 
selected eleven circuits, all departing from the city 
center.

With this guide in hand, you can now set off to discover 
the riches of Vence.

Happy walks to all!

The Deputy Delegate for Sports and the Environment

Discover
     the richness of
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Surrounded by the religious, advised by architects, using the skills of 
entrepreneurs and craftsmen from Venice, Henri Matisse worked for 
four years, from 1948 to 1951, to develop the plans for the building 
and all the details of its decoration. For the first time a painter realized 
a monument in its entirety, from architecture to furniture and stained 
glass. On visiting days and hours, let’s enter this exceptional place: 
simple, bright, spacious and balanced: this is how the interior of the 
chapel can be defined. The altar is placed in the center of the space 
and faces the two naves. The color of the stone in which it was built 
recalls that of the Eucharistic Bread (Pierre du Gard). The white walls, 
floor and ceiling contrast with the stained glass windows. Three colors 
make up these stained-glass windows: yellow (the light of the sun and 
that of God), green (nature) and blue (the Mediterranean sky). Three 
large works made “by line” on white ceramics decorate the walls of 
the chapel.

DISTANCE:  2kms
TIME:   40 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Easy
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 43,656’ / E 07° 06,772’

n°1 La chapelle du Rosaire
              decorated by Henri Matisse

Only the reflection of the stained-glass windows colors these three 
compositions: “Saint Dominic”, “The Virgin and the Child” and 
“The Way of the Cross.” The first stone of the chapel was laid and 
blessed by Mgr Rémond, bishop of Nice, on December 11, 1949. 
The inauguration and consecration to Our Lady of the Rosary, took 
place on June 25, 1951. Matisse, who was sick, was not able to at-
tend this ceremony, but he had Father Couturier read a text: “This 
work took me four years of exclusive and assiduous work, and it is 
the result of my entire active life. I consider it despite all its imper-
fections as my masterpiece.” 

The Chapel of the White Penitents. From the 13th century we find 
here a road chapel placed under the protection of Saint Agatha, 
located on the route of the ancient Roman road. Before being en-
larged, in the 16th century, the original building included an apse 
and a small rectangular nave. Like the Sainte Colombe and Sainte 
Elisabeth chapels, the entrance awning served as a shelter for 
travelers. In the 16th century the brotherhood of Mercy settled 
here, and took the name of Penitents Blancs 
in 1560. Important in Provence, from the 
13th century, they had a humanitarian role in 
the face of poverty, disease and death. The 
chapel takes the name of Saint Bernardin, 
patron of this religious community. In 1614, 
the Bishop of Vence, Monsignor Pierre du 
Vair, granted this brotherhood new statutes. 
He enlarged the building as it has come 
down to us, adding a sacristy, an openwork 
dome with four windows and a steeple. The 
architectural originality of this chapel resides 
in its bell tower: a remarkable dome in poly-
chrome glazed tiles. Note, the stalls and 
the floor which has kept its old brick pav-
ing glazed octagonal. Restored in 1994, it is 
today an exhibition center dedicated to the arts. In the Frederic 
Mistral square, you’ll find a beautiful stone bench leaning against 
the building, which comes from the old seminary.



It was in 1720 that Canon Honoré Blanc had a large chapel built and 
ten smaller ones, each retracing a station of the Calvary of Christ. Only 
five of them still remain today. At the top, the first chapel called the 
upper chapel, the next one on the same side, Notre Dame de Larrat. 
Dedicated to the Virgin Mary, its date of construction is poorly defined. 
It predates the so-called Calvary chapels. The chapel had a bell tower, 
which has now disappeared. It is inseparable from the priory which 
is attached to it and which testifies to the importance of this place of 
worship until the beginning of the 20th century. Going down this path, 
we can see on the right four small chapels erected at a short distance 
from each other. For the most part abandoned, we can still see some 
frescoes inside. This Calvary was damaged during the Revolution of 
1789 and restored in 1810. Jewel of this Calvary: a 17th century stat-
uary made up of polychrome wooden statues, a unique example in 
Provence of this type of popular and sacred art. They are exhibited 
during the summer period in the Cathedral of Vence.

DISTANCE:  2.5kms
TIME:   35 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Easy
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 43,319’ / E 07° 06,199’

n°2 Le chemin du Calvaire

The many places of worship in our municipality have met the spir-
itual needs of their time, they are witnesses of the faith of our an-
cestors, and also of our rich past. One of these is almost forgotten 
today. What walker passing from the avenue Henri Giraud to that 
of the Allies suspects that the garage which is on this corner of the 
streets is in fact one of the oldest chapels in our region, almost 
contemporary with the Eighth Crusade? It is dedicated to Crépin, 
patron saint of trades related to leather, shoemakers and tanners. 
One can see inside this small monument traces of frescoes on the 
walls as well as a fairly well preserved baroque style stucco altar-
piece, and on the floor glazed terracotta tiles of different colors.



At the corner of the path of the same name and the old path of Saint Paul. 
Romanesque in style, it dates from the 14th century. The frescoes adorning the 
vault are from the 15th century, attributed to Jacques Canavesi, (an itinerant 
painter from Turin), they notably illustrate hell. Behind the altar, we can distin-
guish a trompe l’oeil altarpiece describing the meeting between Saint Elisabeth 
and the Virgin Mary. The polychrome tile bell tower, inspired by that of the White 
Penitents, dates from the 19th century. It was at this time that the Vençois peas-
ants took from Saint Elisabeth the protector of their countryside. As in many ru-
ral chapels, the porch served as a shelter for travelers and peasants who stored 
wheat, grain or beans. A mass is celebrated there on the Monday following the 
first weekend of August, followed by a neighborhood party.

Built close to the place where popular tradition says that Saint Lambert, 
Bishop of Vence (from 1114 to 1154) and patron saint of the city, liked 
to come and retire to meditate and pray near a spring to which we sub-
sequently lent miraculous virtues. This chapel, the most recent of our 
rural chapels, was inaugurated in 1881.

Born from the devotion of the people of Venice to their patron Saint, all 
the trades which participated in its construction were volunteers.

Restored today by an association, a mass is said there on May 26, to 
which is added a neighborhood party.

See the TOP25 maps co-published by the General Council 06 and the 
National Geography Institute.

Add 1h30 of walking to go to the Lubiane and Cagne bridge by the 
Chemin de la Gaude to the Carrefour de Vosgelade.

Situated on the edge of an old road leading to St Paul, this chapel probably 
dates from the 10th century. Like the one dedicated to St Crépin, a brotherhood 
of trades was in charge. The mule drivers, breeders and herdsmen of which 
Saint Pons is the boss.
Confiscated after the revolution and sold as national property, it was trans-
formed into a garage. Only a period paving and some traces of wall fresques re-
mind us that it was once a place of devotion where our ancestors came to pray.

DISTANCE:  4.2kms
TIME:   60 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Easy
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 42,811’ / E 07° 07,619’

DISTANCE:  3.5kms
TIME:   60 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Easy
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 43,340’ / E 07° 07,654’

n°3 La chapell Sainte Eslisabeth

n°4 La chapell Saint Lambert



13th century chapel (renovated in 1988). Religious center of the former 
town of Malvans attached to Vence in 1792. Built on a rocky outcrop, 
this chapel benefits from a remarkable setting and point of view over 
the region. Each year the Feast of Saint-Jean-Baptisse is celebrated 
there on June 24. The place of Malvans is mentioned in 1235. But many 
members of a family which seems to bear the name of it are mentioned 
from 1155. We find among them a consul of Grasse, in 1157. The castle 
of Malvans, whose remains can be seen near the Saint-Raphaël chap-
el, could therefore date back to this period. Its church is mentioned in 
1292. Important elements can be seen in the Saint-Raphaël chapel. 
This habitat was abandoned at the end of the Middle Ages and re-
placed by a castle-sheepfold, well preserved 150 meters west of the 
Saint-Raphaël chapel; it is mentioned in 1540.

Located about a kilometer and a half from the town center on the old path 
going to Tourrettes sur Loup, today the Combattants d’Afrique du Nord, 
this chapel is in ruins. This was already the case when, in 1932, working 
on the drafting of his book Vence and its Monuments which was released 
in bookstores two years later, the local historian Jacques Daurelle visited 
it. He noted that the awning has lost its roof, as had part of the build-
ing, the masonry altar remained, but outside the ivy was eating away at 
the walls. 70 years later the degradation has greatly progressed and the 
building is now even worse.

During the revolutionary period, after having been plundered of every-
thing that could have any value, the sanctuary was sold as national 
property, as was a large part of our religious heritage. An altarpiece once 
adorned the altar, a wooden painting by the Aix painter Jacques de Caro-
lis. Dating from 15th century and depicting a virgin at birth, surrounded by 
angels. Hidden during the revolution or considered worthless, because 
in wood, it will be sold in the last century by the owner of the chapel, 
then resold to an antique dealer, its last appearance dates back to 1932, 
as part of an exhibition at the Masséna museum in Nice, dedicated to 
ancient religious art.

See the TOP25 maps co-published by the General Council 06 and the 
National Geography Institute.

Add 1h30 of walking to go to the Lubiane and Cagne bridge by the 
Chemin de la Gaude to the Carrefour de Vosgelade.

DISTANCE:  8kms
TIME:   2 hours, 45 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Medium
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 44,135’ / E 07° 04,789’

n°5 La chapelle Saint Raphaël



W A L K S in
Heritage (Chapels) The Water

The Trees





This particularly well-named rural road served several mills. The 
first, which until recently housed the cultural center, served as a 
double mill and has kept its mechanism intact except for the wheel. 
Just below the museum of arts and popular traditions of “the Bris-
saudo” is installed in the mills known as “Célestin” and “St Joseph” 
now in one piece. The mechanisms have disappeared, but the 
wheel can still be seen in its housing from the terrace of the former 
cultural center, as well as the canal which brought water to the mill 
below, “La Draye”.

Dedicated to a Spanish virgin who died in Cordoba in 852, the 
Sainte Colombe chapel is one of the oldest in the region of Vence. 
We find traces of it in the archives of the 12th century. Built near 
the Roman road Julia Augusta coming from the ancient Cimiez 
and heading towards Auribeau, and along the medieval path going 
towards St Jeannet, this building, of a very simple exterior archi-
tecture - The 17th century polychrome tiled bell tower is a late ad-
dition - was surrounded by arable land and an agricultural farm, all 
forming a small priory where a few passing travelers were likely to 
lodge one night. Today the friends of this chapel, grouped in asso-
ciation, have restored the building and each year for the Holy Dove 
a mass is said there and a fair takes place in the adjoining fields.

Finally “the Boursac mill” named after its former miller ends this 
path. Before they became two private residences there were on 
the edge of the Lubiane river on each side of the Ste Colombe 
path, two buildings including two oil mills and a flour mill. From the 
small bridge over the stream we can still see the wooden wheel of 
the flour mill inside its housing, and the settling tanks for the oil.
The water that fed these mills gushed from the source of the Foux 
located on the heights of Vence, it flowed, partly channeled from 
the Roman era along the current avenue Henri Giraud then by an 
open-air canal descending along the rue des Poilus and rue Henri 
lsnard, these two streets formerly called the Chemin du Beal - a 
Provencal word for an irrigation canal - which allowed the people 
of Vence of yesteryear to wash their laundry, before the construc-
tion of the wash house still in place, and the riverside gardens to 
be watered.
Arriving at the ash tree, the water rushed down to the left, feeding 
the first mill, then the following ones before going, its tasks accom-
plished, pouring down into the Lubiane.DISTANCE:  4.6kms

TIME:   1 hour, 30 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Medium
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 43,873’ / E 07° 07,573’

n°6 La chapelle Saint Colombe



Built at the request of the Bishop of Vence Pierre du Vair, it was 
placed under the name of Our Lady of Sorrows. Consecrated in 
1617, its function was to house the Vençoise fellowship of moth-
ers. To the original rectangular room were added two chapels giv-
ing the shape of a cross, the one on the left is dedicated to Saint 
Joseph, the one on the right to Saint Anne. In the choir is a large 
altarpiece dating from 1700, it is formed of fluted columns be-
tween which are arranged painted or sculpted scenes. The stee-
ple wall and the stained-glass windows date from 1871. A mass is 
celebrated there on July 26, followed by a neighborhood festival.

This 190 m long, 6.40 m wide structure, comprising 7 arches, al-
lowed the passage of the tram, vehicles and pedestrians. Built 
in 1908, it was destroyed on August 27, 1944 when the German 
troops retreated. Only the central pillar withstood the explosion. It 
remained in place until March 27, 1966 when, taking advantage of 
its destruction by civil engineering, the director Georges Lautner 
placed this sequence in the unfolding of the scenario of the film 
Ne Nous Fâchons Pas (Do Not Get Angry) which he was shooting 
on that date in our region with Lino Ventura and Jean Lefebvre. 

DISTANCE:  3kms
TIME:   50 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Easy
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 43,222’ / E 07° 06,452’

n°7 La chapelle Sainte Anne et
        le balcon du Malvan



The Cagne River
The most important waterway of Vence, the Cagne constitutes the east-
ern limit of the city. La Cagne receives the Lubiane as a tributary, at the 
level of the Poutaouch district.

The Clue Mill
This flour mill is located on the banks of the “La Cagne” river and at the 
end of the Chemin de la Clue from which it bears the name. By consulting 
the archives we learn that this flour mill was already operating in the 18th 
century. Today abandoned, it is now in ruins. Admittedly, it no longer has 
any use, but it is a testimony to the activity of the past. The building, the 
site, the beal of several hundred meters which leads the water from the 
outlet of the clue to the wheel, constitute important elements of a tradi-
tional heritage in the process of disappearing. It is also a testimony to the 
hard work of our ancestors that it would be good to respect and restore.

DISTANCE:  8.5kms (2.4kms on the path to  
   the mill and bridge)
TIME:   3 hours (1.5 hours each way)
DIFFICULTY:  Medium
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  Pont Casse de la Cagne 
                                              N 43° 42,422’ / E 07° 08,606’

DISTANCE:  6kms
TIME:   2h
DIFFICULTY:  Easy
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  Canal de Saint Paul/Chemin de 
   la Plus Basse Sine: 
                                               N 43° 42,797’ / E 07° 05,917’

n°8 The Cagne: The Clue Mill n°9 Le Malvan

The Saint Paul Canal known as “Queen Jeanne”
The water for this canal comes from a source near the Château de 
Malvan on the heights between Vence and Tourrettès-sur-Loup. 
One of the possessions in Provence of Queen Joan of Naples with 
a tumultuous life. Some authors, leaving more room for legend than 
history, describe the arrival of the queen with a large crew, coming 
to grant the St Paulois the enjoyment of this water. In fact, she only 
made a short stay in Provence to meet the Pope, then in Avignon, and 
claim his absolution after she had the unfortunate idea of   having her 
husband André of Hungary assassinated. Period documents howev-
er clearly attest this privilege granted to the inhabitants for their foun-
tains and mill signs by the marshals installed on its grounds. We built 
a canal which we can take the path, part of it is still today marked and 
passable. At its outlet, the water leads to an old mill transformed into 
a restaurant, near the Sainte Claire chapel.

Saint Paul Extension
Add 1h30/2h of walking to go to the village of Saint Paul. See TOP25 
map co-published by the O6 General Council and the National Ge-
ography Institute.



The source of the Foux
It originates on the heights of the city. Its flow rate of 1200 liters per 
minute was captured from Roman times and led by an aqueduct to 
the ancient “Vintium.” During this period, then throughout the centu-
ries, this beneficial water powered the wheel of many mills, served for 
the irrigation of crops and for the use of the people of Vence.

In the middle of the last century it still watered the gardens on the 
outskirts of the city. Today this little mineralized spring, rich in sodi-
um, and which we had for a time considered to market, dispenses its 
fresh and free water to the people of Provence and to the tourists by 
a part of the fountains disseminated in the city and its surroundings.
The others are fed by the water of Sourcets du Riou - it then flows into 
the river La Lubiane.

The Lubiane
This stream is the Vençoise river par excellence. Its entire journey 
takes place in this town. Its course begins on the heights of the Col de 
Vence, with a bed most often to be seen except in rainy and stormy 
weather. In passing, it receives part of the waters of the Foux, then 
runs along the city to the east and engages in deep gorges before 
flowing into a river.

More important, La Gagne, at the bottom of the old Chemin de la 
Gaude, refuge after the destruction of their city by the Lombard 
hordes. It seems that the place was occupied until the 16th century, 
when it was destroyed and abandoned.

DISTANCE:  5.2kms        
TIME:   1 hour, 30 minutes
DIFFICULTY:  Medium
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 44,107’ / E 07° 06,216’

DISTANCE:  2kms
TIME:   1 hour
DIFFICULTY:  Medium
G.P.S. COORDINATES:  N 43° 44,041’ / E 07° 06,558’

n°10 La source de la Foux
          et La Lubiane

n°10 Bis Extension Le Baou des Blancs

The Baou and St. Laurent la Bastide
The so-called “white” Baou - so named because the Vençoise broth-
erhood of white penitents climbed there annually in procession - from 
an altitude of 673 m overlooks the city of Vence. From its summit a 
vast panorama is offered to the visitor going from Cap Ferrat to Es-
térel. On the promontory are the traces of various masonry structures. 
Surrounding wall, houses, chapel, cistern.

Historians relayed by the recent work of archaeologists agree to see 
the ruins of an ancient village that we find cited for the first time in 
an 11th century manuscript under a name that will be translated into 
modern French by St Laurent la Bastide. Village whose construction 
could date back to the 6th century. On this date the population of 
Vence would have found a place of refuge there after the destruction 
of their city by the Lombard hordes. It seems that the place was oc-
cupied until the 16th century, when it was destroyed and abandoned.



n°11 The Tree Circuit
The Ash Tree
The most beautiful tree in the city, historic and glorious, since the name of 
Francis I is associated with his.

This is to say that it is 470 years old.

The divisions of its trunk, under its remarkable crown symbolize the King of 
France and Charles V by the first two carpenter branches and Pope Paul 
III by the third?

This would testify to a green memory!

Medicinal plant: wood highly valued in carpentry.

Painted among others by Soutine.

The Lime Trees
3 species of lime are distributed here and there in the city.

- Tilia platyphyllos Scop or lime tree with large leaves along the washhouse.
- Tilia cordata Mill or small-leaved lime in the Town Hall and Surian squares.
- Tilia tomentosa Moench or silver lime along the northern ramparts and 
Place de l’Evêché. The flowers with calming virtues give a nectar appre-
ciated by bees.

The lime tree of the place Surian is an anthology of “blows and wounds” 
all by itself! Warty, “wart”, this specimen is a work of art! Tilia tomentosa 
has the back of its leaves tomentose: which gives them a silvery reflection 
when the wind gets involved.

Judas Tree

Carob Tree

Oak Tree

Cypress Tree

Fig Tree

Ash Tree

Jujube

Hackberries

Olive Tree

Palm Tree

Pine Tree

Japanese Persimmon

Plane Tree

Black Locust

Lime Tree


