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This booklet on Vence, its monuments, its saints, its 
bishops, its priests, its church, its relics, its treasure, its 
chapels, does not claim to be complete or free of errors. It 
will testify, in any case, to my attachment to a country that 
I love, and to my admiration for the past of a small city so 
lively and so faithful to its traditions.

I offer this notice to Father Baude, parish priest-archpriest 
of Vence, and to his successors, on condition that it be sold 
for the exclusive benefit of the upkeep of the church, its 
treasury and the chapels which depend on it.

                                                                                       J.D.

Vence, March 1914.





Vence has tempted the pen of many historians. The 
Abbot Tisserand wrote an important work on the town 
which, despite gaps and errors, must still hold first place 
until further notice. Father Emilien Guigou, originally from 
Vence, has been preparing for a long time in his native town 
a work which could be definitive. Other writers have taken a 
particular interest in certain aspects of the history of Vence. 
M. Bourguignat published in 1869 a thorough brochure on 
the Roman inscriptions of this small town. A little later, 
in 1878, Mr. Edmond Blanc, in an Ancient Epigraphy of 
the Alpes-Maritimes, insisted on these inscriptions. More 
recently, M. G. Doublet,
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professor of rhetoric at the Nice High School, became 
attached to a Monograph of the old cathedral of Vence. 
We also owe the same author a study on Antoine Godeau. 
Previously, in 1895, Father Dom Théophile Bérengier 
published a Notice on Mgr Jean-Baptiste de Surian, Bishop 
of Vence. Mgr Pisani de la Gaude, the last bishop of Vence, 
had also been the object of an interesting study on the part of 
M. Abbot Lions, parish priest of La Colle-sur-Loup.

What you should remember is that Vence is one of the 
oldest towns in France. It would have been founded by a 
Ligurian tribe, the Nemesians. Later, in 150BC, the Romans 
conquered the country. This country, moreover, was to tempt 
them. It is one of the most beautiful in the world with its 
rocks, or “baous”, carved into a wall on the north side and 
protecting it from the cold winds, with its stepped hills down 
to the sea, and its valleys with rivers favorable to cultivation, 
the Cagnes, the Lubiane, the Malvan.

Of Roman civilization, some traces remain. At the main 
entrance to the church, on Place Surian, two stones, from the 
Gallo-Roman period, are embedded on each side of the door.

The one on the left bears this inscription:

IMP.CAES
M.ANTONIO

CoRDIANOPIoFEL
AVC PONT MAX

TRIB.POT.IIP.P.COS.
CIVITASVINT.DEVO
TA NVMINI MAIES

TATICVE EIVS
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That is to say :
To the Emperor Caesar, Marcus Antonius Gordianus, pious, 

happy, august, great pontiff, having twice been tribune of the 
people, father of the country, consul, the city of the Ventians 
devoted to his power and to his majesty.

On the right stone we read:
IMP.CAES

DIVI ANTONINI
FIL.DIVI SEVERI

NEPOTI
M.AVREL.ANTO
NINO PIO FEL

AVC.TRIB.POT.III
COS II P.P.

That is to say :
To the Emperor Caesar, son of the divine Antoninus, grandson 

of the divine Severus, Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, pious, happy, 
august, having been tribune of the people three times, consul for 
the second time, father of the country.

Six other Gallo-Roman stones adorn the wall of the church, 
in the courtyard of the former bishopric. The most interesting 
as a document, and unfortunately the most mutilated, is the 
second on the right, relating to the Taurobole. It bears this 
barely legible inscription:

IDAEAEMATRI
VALERIAMAR
CIANAVALE
RIACARMO

SINEETCASSI
VSPATERNVS

SACERDOSTAV
RIBOLIVMSVOSVM
PTVCELEBRAVER.
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Which translates as:
To the Idean mother, Valeria Maciana, Valeria Carmosine and 

Cassius Paternus, priest, at his expense, celebrated the sacrifice 
of the taurabole.

This sacrifice of a bull was accomplished according to 
a certain rite and it was particularly agreeable to the Idean 
mother, that is to say to Cybele. It is this inscription that 
suggests that the pagan temple of Vence was dedicated to 
this goddess. But perhaps there was more than just one 
pagan temple in Vence. Mars must have had his own, as 
evidenced by several other inscriptions and, in particular, 
the two blue granite columns, one of which stands against a 
fountain, on the square of the old cemetery, and the other of 
which supports the small roof of the fish shop. It was wrong, 
moreover, to separate these two columns whose inscriptions 
follow from one column to the other and which signify:

To the God Mars of Vence, the Republic of Marseillais, by 
the care of Julius Honoratus, procurator of Augustus, former 
primipile, governor of the Alpes-Maritimes.

According to this inscription, the temple of Vence 
dedicated to Mars must have been famous throughout 
Provence, since the Marseillais sent votive columns to it, no 
doubt in memory of some victory won by them. It is true 
that these columns have been classified as milestones; but 
everything indicates that it is an error. In the church itself 
there are still three remains of Roman civilization. The half 
body of a statuette of a man has been sealed in the pillar, 
in front of the chapel of Saint-Véran. Another statuette of 
a man, of a Roman senator, no doubt, and this one almost 
intact, is
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preserved in the wall, between the chapel of Saint-Véran and 
that of the Sacré-Coeur.

But the most complete and best preserved Gallo-Roman 
monument is the stone sarcophagus which, in 492, served 
as the tomb of Saint Véran and today forms the altar of his 
chapel. Two half-length busts, one of a man and the other 
of a young woman, stand out in relief from a large shell. 
Below, a bird and three naked children play; waves occupy 
what remains of the wall. Shells and waves indicate that 
this sarcophagus was intended for a character with maritime 
functions, or who loved the sea, or owned a property by the 
sea, or who had perished in a storm.

II

Merovingians Monuments

We have classified as Merovingian monuments three 
stones with interlacing embedded in the first two pillars of the 
church, right side nave; another interlacing stone, embedded 
in the wall of the entrance to the church by the old cemetery; 
and yet another stone, embedded in the pillar at the foot of 
the staircase which leads to the gallery and represents a bird 
plunging its beak into a vase.

In the courtyard of the old bishopric is also cemented, 
in the wall of the church, a large stone with interlacing and 
birds, bunches of grapes, or rosettes in interlacing. Above is 
seen a smaller stone, representing a large bird, an eagle no 
doubt, perhaps the eagle of Saint John, erect on its legs and 
with half-open wings.
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These monuments, qualified as Merovingian, but where 
do they come from? Why are they in Vence?

And first of all, note that these interlacings, these birds, 
these bunches of grapes belong essentially to Romano-
Byzantine decoration, in which they have a symbolic and 
religious meaning. It is therefore logical and likely that a 
Roman-Byzantine church, probably built around the 5th 
century, must have preceded the current church. The great 
invasion of the Moors which, in the 10th century, spread 
throughout Provence like a furious torrent, leaving nothing 
to remain in its path, undoubtedly ruined this ancient church 
from top to bottom.

III

Monuments of the Middle Age and Others

It must indeed be remembered that Vence has always 
suffered this painful and glorious destiny of being a theater of 
struggles and wars. Alternately we see Vence defending itself 
against the barbarians of Genséric, then against the Saracens, 
then against feudalism, a period during which we witness 
the rivalry between the lords of Vence, Monaco, Antibes and 
Grasse. In the 13th century came the Albigensians. In the 
14th century, there  were the wars of Queen Jeanne. Later 
still Vence will suffer cruelly from the wars of religion, 
during which its lords will put themselves on the side of the 
Protestants, inflicting on the Vençois this cruel spectacle of 
besieging their own city in the company of Lesdiguières, 
a siege which only failed thanks to the protection of Saint 
Véran and Saint Lambert,
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as it is told in the letter of Bishop William the White, 
reproduced below.

How can we be surprised, then, that Vence still today 
gives the impression of a solid fortress, with its ramparts, its 
towers and its gates? Ramparts, towers and gates certainly 
had to be destroyed and rebuilt several times. Those still 
standing must date from the 13th and 14th centuries with 
repairs and modifications at various dates. The door and the 
tower of Signadour, the North door, seem as they were in 
the 14th century. The Porte du Peyra dates from the good 
King René. The great door to the east only dates back to the 
18th century; the main gate on avenue Marcellin Maurel was 
opened in 1863. The Peyra tower has been partially redone. 
The adjoining castle only dates from the 17th century. The 
chateau adjoining the church dates back largely to the 15th 
century; other parts are older; other parts, on the contrary, 
were retouched in the 16th century: such as a vestibule with 
a ceiling and frescoes from the Renaissance period, at the 
back of the courtyard of Madame Blacas.

The current town hall, in the style of Italian palaces, all 
white in the middle of weathered houses, is of very recent 
date. The town hall was formerly in the rue Saint-Lambert, 
then in the current rue de l’Hôtel-de-Ville, former rue Vieille-
Audience. The modern town hall was built largely on the site 
of the former bishopric. Of this, only a stone column with 
crests remains, on which lean two arcades, which support 
a building dependent on the former bishopric. The major 
seminary, built by the care of Godeau, near the Place Saint-
Michel, is almost in ruins. Sold during the Revolution, it was 
returned
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later to the Fabrique thanks to a bequest made in 1849 by Mr. 
J.-B. Rostan.

The fountains of Place du Peyra and Place Victor Hugo 
have existed since the 15th century, but the current versions 
are modern.

IV

The bishops and Saints of Vence

What should be remembered is that Vence owes its fame 
above all to its bishops and its saints, in particular to Saint 
Véran and Saint Lambert.

The first bishop of Vence was Saint Eusèbe, probably 
the same as the one who occupied the seige of Verceil and 
who came from one of the best families in Sardinia. Little is 
known of him, except that he governed the diocese of Vence 
around 374.

Saint Juvinius led the Church of Vence around the year 
410 and we have even less information about him than about 
Saint Eusèbe.

The third bishop of Vence, Arcadius, attended the Council 
of Riez in 439.

Saint Véran.

On Saint Véran, fourth bishop of Vence, we are fortunately 
better informed.

He was the son of Eucher who lived in Lyon at the 
beginning of the 5th century and had the title of senator. 
His father and mother later renounced the world and the 
Church honors them under the names of Saint Eucher and 
Saint Galles. Saint Eucher also occupied the episcopal seat 
of Lyon. Véran had two sisters, Saint Tulle

– 12 –



and Saint Consorce, and a brother, Saint Salome, who was 
bishop of Genes. He therefore belonged to a holy family. 
Raised in the monastery of Lérins, under the direction of 
Saint Honorat, he was there at the same time as Saint 
Vincent, Saint Apollinaire, Saint Hilaire and Saint Loup, 
who became Bishop of Troyes. Véran was noted for his great 
piety and his intelligence; also the people and the clergy of 
Vence chose him for their bishop in 446, and it was Saint 
Maxime who consecrated him on October 10 of this year. 
In 451, Pope Saint Leo the Great asked all the bishops for 
an act of adherence to the decree of the Saint-Siège against 
eutychianism. Saint Véran hastened to affirm to the Saint-
Siège his respect and his absolute submission and he wrote a 
beautiful letter on this subject which has been preserved. Saint 
Véran applied himself to developing the faith of his people 
and watching over them. It was the moment when Attila and 
Genséric filled the world with dread. Euric had just ascended 
the throne following the murder of his brother Theodoric II. 
He had adhered to Arianism and as the bishops reproached 
him for his crimes and his treachery, Euric called Genséric to 
his aid. There were massacres everywhere and terror spread 
everywhere. Euric and Genséric invaded Provence. Saint 
Gratien of Toulon, Saint Léonce of Fréjus, Saint Valère of 
Antibes and Saint Deuthère of Nice suffered martyrdom; the 
monks of Lérins fled. Imitating the example of Saint Aignan, 
Saint Véran advanced to meet the Barbarians and he spoke 
to them with so much force and gentleness that he calmed 
their fury. Saint Véran thus saved his people. He died in 492 
to the great pain of all.

Until 1114 the Church of Vence was governed by bishops 
about whom we have few details. At this
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date, Saint Lambert ascends the episcopal seat. There 
is on this Saint, in the archives of Vence, a biography on 
parchment. We will talk about this precious document later. 
For the moment it suffices that we give a short analysis of it.

Saint Lambert.

Saint Lambert was born in 1084 in Bauduen, a small 
village in the former diocese of Riez. He belonged to the 
noble Pelloquin family. His mother died giving birth to him. 
At the age of twelve, his father entrusted him to the monks 
of Lérins and it was in this pure atmosphere that Lambert 
believed marvelously in wisdom and science. Humility 
was the virtue to which he particularly applied himself. His 
reputation for holiness was soon known in the neighboring 
countries of Lérins. Also the population of Vence asked him 
as bishop. He was barely thirty years old. Tall, handsome in 
face, distinguished in manner, he struck everyone with his 
air of dignity when he came to take possession of his seat. 
Having become a bishop, he redoubled his mortifications. 
One day of Good Friday, after having accomplished all the 
painful abstinences of Lent, Saint Lambert had water served 
for all to drink while a little wine was poured out to the 
clerics to support their weakening forces. As was his custom, 
Lambert made the sign of the cross over his drink, and the 
water was immediately turned into wine. The Saint asked for 
more water. The same miracle took place. Again he prayed 
for water, convinced that so far he had been poured wine. 
For the third time the miracle happened.
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The Saint also accomplished many more in the future, 
restoring sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf.

This is even the place to recount the admirable prodigy 
which happened on September 14, 1634. At that time, a 
delegation of the inhabitants of Bauduen came to Vence to 
ask Bishop Pierre du Vair, known as the Pious, for some 
relics of their compatriot. The delegation returned with these 
relics. It included 150 pilgrims among whom we noticed 
the Pelloquin, descendants of the Saint, the bailiffs of the 
lords of Pontevès and many other characters. A little before 
arriving at Bauduen, at Seillans, a terrible storm broke out 
and the rain began to fall heavily. However, those who carried 
Saint Lambert’s relics under a canopy arrived at Bauduen 
without having received the slightest drop of rain. All the 
witnesses were amazed at this prodigy, undoubtedly due to 
Saint Lambert, and all signed the attestation in a report that 
we still have.

We will also recount, a little further on, a real and very 
recent miracle performed by Saint Véran and Saint Lambert. 
Saint Lambert died in 1154. He was placed in the tomb which 
today serves as an altar in his chapel. A tomb which he had 
blessed himself shortly before he died and under which a 
spring sprang for a long time, the water of which healed the 
sick.

The successors of Saint Lambert governed the Church of 
Vence wisely, each rendering the services he could render. 
As we will see, it is to Raphaël Monso, who governed the 
diocese from 1463 to 1491, that we owe the primitive bust 
of Saint Véran and the stalls of the cathedral. This bishop 
was born in Barcelona; he belonged to the Order of Saint-
Augustin and he was the confessor of the famous King René.
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Another bishop, for whom the Vençois will never 
have enough gratitude, is the famous Alexandre Farnèse, 
commissioning bishop of Vence in 1508, who became Pope 
in 1534 under the name of Paul III. It was he who called 
the Council of Trent and built the Basilica of Saint Peter in 
Rome. Thanks to this pope, the church of Vence is perhaps 
the richest church in France in terms of relics.

A little later, it was Guillaume le Blanc who ascended 
the seat of Vence in 1588, and who, in 1591, obtained 
from Clement VIII, but for himself alone, the union of the 
bishopric of Grasse with that of Vence. There is a very fine 
letter from him written to the Baron de Vence who had 
become a Protestant and a copy of which is kept in the parish 
archives.

We publish it for the edification of all:

Letter from Mgr Guillaume le Blanc, bishop of Vence, 
written in 1592, to the Baron de Vence and his Calvinist 
mother for their conversion.

“Guillaume, by the grace of God and the unworthy Holy 
Apostolic See Bishop of Grasse and Vence to his son Baron 
de Vence greetings and conversion.

“My son,

“Please don’t find it strange if I write to you not as a 
courtier, but freely and moved by the same spirit as Saint 
Paul when he wrote to the Romans, Corinthians and others; 
I will speak to you as a father because you are my child, 
but my lost child and I am looking for you and want you to 
come back to my house where I will embrace you and bring 
you a solemn banquet, not of a fatted calf as the father says, 
mentioned in the Gospel, but of a lamb without blemish and
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I will speak to you as a shepherd, for you are my sheep, 
but my lost sheep, and I am looking for you through the 
mountains of Greolières to bring you into my fold. Of a 
hundred sheep that I had I leave ninety-nine in this desert to 
run after one lost, and truly I leave them, because you know 
very well that these good people of Vence will be displeased 
that I have abandoned them to run after you and will have 
the same opportunity to take offense at me that the elder 
brother of the prodigal son had to complain about his father. 
Come then my child, listen to me and I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord, but I beg you in his name not to receive me 
with mockery and ridicule, for it is written in the book of 
Proverbs that the foolish man mocks his father’s discipline, 
not the wise man, and besides St. Paul says that God does 
not want to be mocked. Read my writings not in passing 
but carefully, and consider that all this world is but a fable, 
and that the figure of it soon passes away, but that there is a 
paradise for the good and a hell for the wicked. Sung then 
to your conscience and to save your soul, which cannot be 
saved outside the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman Church, 
and I must answer for it when the great Shepherd comes to 
the valley of Josaphat to separate the sheep from the goats; 
bring therefore to this speech of mine the same sincerity of 
heart that I bring to it, and to begin you have to know, that 
there is only one true Church, all the others are synagogues 
of the devil; God has only one chaste and holy spouse, all 
the others are Pallardes and concubines of Satan. There was 
only one Ark at the time of the flood, which was the figure 
of the Church, and
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as all those who were outside of it perished, so do all those 
who are outside the Church. You, I say, are of the sect of 
Calvin, and I am of the Roman Church, for to say what 
certain politicians of our time say, that our religion is not 
very different from yours, is fable and pure falsehood. We 
differ in the main points of our creed, such as the Sacraments, 
Purgatory, the veneration of Angels and Saints, the fasting of 
Lent, the Apostolic Traditions and many other similar points, 
except that your sect is the false one, it is as true as it is true 
that our religion is the true one, and do not think me foolish if 
I knew that your church was the true one, I would not follow 
it nor would I be so malicious as to distract you from it. I do 
not want here now to enter in dispute with you concerning 
your errors, because I believe that you believe in credit and I 
hold you for a better soldier than theologian assuring me that 
you would not know in anything to contradict me for never 
having devoted yourself to the study of the letters, however 
if you have any doubt, my load carries to solve it for you, 
and to return to you account of our faith, and if you ask to be 
instructed question your father who is and I will announce 
you the truth: ask your ancestors, that is to say the ancient 
Bishops and Doctors of the Church, and they will tell you. 
Do not go to ministers who have come three days ago and 
do not know how to show any vocation of God, ordinary or 
extraordinary. Consider all the pastors of the Roman Church 
established by Jesus Christ in the person of St. Peter, and 
note the many miracles that have been performed and are 
being performed, from which your sect is entirely destitute. 
Enter
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therefore, my son, in our Church, since it is the true one, and 
do not persecute it; remember that all the persecutors of this 
Church have always done wrong, besides the perpetual hell 
that is prepared for them in the other world. Do not have a 
hardened heart, a heart of stone, a heart, I say, like that of 
Pharaoh. Have you never read in the Exordium that when 
Pharaoh disturbed the Israelites, God’s chosen people, and 
prevented them from making prayers and sacrifices to His 
divine Majesty, he sent them Moses as their shepherd and 
bishop? But Pharaoh did not desist from disturbing these 
people and the Bishop and after several misfortunes that 
happened to him, as he came with his army to persecute them, 
the poor wretch remained with his horse submerged in water 
and there is no need for me to explain further. What have you 
gained, my child, by coming to besiege and beat our town 
of Vence; to show that you want to give the Church the right 
to the bell tower with the first cannon shot; at least make it 
your profit now? Raise your eyes to heaven? Recognize that 
there is a God, a God who fights visibly for us! A poor little 
people deprived of all help, indeed of all hope of it, having 
supported the siege with a large army where the principal 
heretical chiefs of these provinces were, having endured the 
cannon in a city not tenable with the cannon, as soon as at the 
first sight of it according to the opinion of everyone had to 
surrender and having done all this at the only remonstrance 
and persuasion of a simple priest. Do not grant me that it is 
the voice of God, that the bullets of your cannons pointed 
directly against our walls have rebounded their volley and 
massacred your people, even that the fear has entered all 
of a sudden, in such a large camp that it is dislodged so 
shamefully, that a handful of the
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inhabitants of Vence, not content with having supported the 
siege so vigorously, having gone out and carried away much 
booty after defeating several of yours, even chiefs. Would 
you not call it the law of the holy God, or ungodliness would 
be to attribute it to disaster or misfortune of war. My miter, 
of which you have laughed so many times, has had more 
force than all your arms and armies: my crosier, of which 
you mocked, despising the paternal rod, has had more effect 
than all your spears: my blessed holy predecessors Véran and 
Lambert, bishops of Vence, at whom you laughed, saying 
that they put their silver reliquaries on the walls with an 
arquebus on their side to see if they could defend them, had 
more strength with their intercessions to keep the city than 
you with your cannons to lose it, because God who wants his 
servants to be honored did not want to allow their reliquary 
to have beaten monoye, as they thought they wanted to do, 
and that their holy bones had been profane, after having thus 
decorated them with an infinity of great miracles which we 
read in their legend, he wished to adorn them again with this 
one in testimony of which your shattered balls have been 
placed in their chapels. Our Bethulia is now delivered and 
how much missed it that after the end of Pharaoh we did not 
see the end of Holofernes. Excuse me, my son, if I speak to 
you a little sourly, it is for your benefit. Think how much 
I lamented the death of the late Baron de Vence, my child 
according to the spirit and your father according to the flesh 
who drowned, you only lost your body there, but I fear you 
lost your soul, especially as I had not been able to reduce it 
yet and as in my opinion he had no time to recognize himself 
at his death. Also think in what anguish I
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am of you and of my daughter, your mother, fearing not to 
have been able to reduce you in time and that however death 
will surprise you, not only the death of the body, but which 
torments me more, death that is to say, the loss of the soul 
and if we ever find ourselves together in the court of a very 
Christian King, when it pleases God to give us, what regret 
and heartbreak it will be not to be able to speak to you, nor 
even greet you, for Saint John expressly forbids me to do so. 
Do you think that when and how much you are an ungrateful 
and rebellious child, nor recognize your father, my heart 
does not burst with unjust spite and my entrails do not stir 
with compassion, since there is no affection that surpasses 
in paternal; and if justice will take place and what King that 
God will give us according to the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom which only allow a heretic to be, because if he 
were it would be usurpation, also, what a heartbreak it will 
be to not being able to tolerate you in my diocese and that 
you will have to be banished from your homes, even though 
my charge is to oppose myself directly to a foreign religion, 
formerly unknown to France, and that this just hatred and 
enmity will not die dying you, for after your death I shall be 
constrained by ecclesiastical laws to deprive you of burial 
and not to receive you at the tomb of your ancestors and 
what the prophet Jeremiah cried out against Joachim son of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, will happen to you at know to be 
buried in the burial of the donkey. O what joy to have as a 
diocesan such a virtuous gentleman, such an accomplished 
lord, drawn from an ancient and noble house and apparently 
one of the greatest in all Provence.”

The successor of Guillaume le Blanc was, in 1601, Pierre 
du Vair called the Pious. He ruled the Church of
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Vence until 1638. He is quoted as saying to his patrons who 
wanted to offer him more important seats than Vence: “I 
don’t want to leave a poor woman to take a rich one.’’ Pierre 
du Vair fit built the chapel of Our Lady of Arrat.

Antoine Godeau.

Pierre du Vair was succeeded by Antoine Godeau. Godeau 
is one of the most curious figures of the 17th century. In 
his youth he led a rather agitated life, frequented the 
hotel de Rambouillet and was an admirer of the beautiful 
Julie d’Angennes. Cousin and friend of Conrart, Godeau 
contributed to the foundation of the French Academy and 
was to be one of its most illustrious members. However, 
Godeau was not long in converting and as he was a poet, 
he translated into verse the canticle Benedicite. He sent his 
work to Richelieu who replied with this witty play on words: 
“You send me Benedicite, I send you Grasse.” And indeed, 
Godeau was appointed by Richelieu as bishop of Grasse in 
1636, then bishop of Vence in 1638. He governed these two 
dioceses for some time, but as their union had given rise to a 
lawsuit, Godeau gave up the bishopric of Grasse to take care 
only of that of Vence.

In 1656 he took part in the general assembly of the clergy 
of France. He died in 1672, on Easter day, of a stroke, 
instituting the Brotherhood of Mercy as his universal legatee.

Godeau left behind a number of esteemed works, including 
a translation of the Confessions of Saint Augustine.
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Monsignor J.-B. Surian.

Later, in the eighteenth century, Bishop Surian followed 
in the footsteps of Godeau. As learned as he was pious, as 
was the tradition in the Order of the Oratory of which he was 
a member, he preached in the principal churches of Paris, 
at Saint-Roch, at Notre-Dame, and before the Court. His 
eloquence, made up of conviction, elegance and gentleness, 
even earned him the nickname of the “Second Massillon of 
Provence,” for Bishop Surian was born in Saint-Chamas, 
on the banks of the Etang de Berre, just as Massillon was 
born in Hyères. Bishop Surian, out of modesty and true 
humility, never wanted to publish any of his sermons. If 
some have appeared, it is thanks to the initiative and under 
the responsibility of certain heirs or admirers. Almost all the 
manuscripts of this prelate have remained unpublished and 
belong to the parish of Vence.

Bishop Surian, whom the famous encyclopedist 
d’Alembert succeeded as a member of the Académie 
Française, left all his property to the hospital of Vence, but 
he added at the end of his will:

“My intention is that after the funds and revenues have 
been used to provide for the needs of the poor and the sick, 
the surplus be used to marry off poor girls, to rebuild ruined 
houses, and to pay for the boarding of poor ecclesiastics 
in seminaries to give good subjects to the Church.” Also 
engraved on this house of the poor was this inscription:

To the memory of Messire Jean-Baptiste Surian, King’s Counselor in 
his Councils, Bishop and Lord of Vence, one of the forty of the French 
Academy, etc.

The talents and virtues made this Prelate one of the ornaments of the 
Church of France, the glory and honor of this diocese.
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The Rectors of this hospital, his universal heir, erected this monument 
to him under the Episcopal Bishop of Lorry, in the year 1765.

Needless to add that the revolutionaries of 1793 made this 
inscription disappear. The town hall of Vence keeps an oil 
portrait of Bishop Surian painted with enough talent. The 
face of the prelate, is represented bareheaded, seated in his 
armchair, writing a sermon, expresses distinction, kindness 
and gentleness.

Bishop Surian occupied the seat of Vence from 1727 to 
1754.

Bishop Pisani de la Gaude, last bishop of Vence.

Finally, what about the last bishop of Vence, Monsignor 
Pisani de la Gaude, whom the Revolution drove out of his 
bishopric, despite his talent, his charity and his virtues? 
Bishop Pisani rightly deserves to be considered a true 
confessor of the faith. Providence, however, compensated 
him later for his cruel trials by entrusting him with the 
bishopric of Namur, which he governed, from 1801 to 1826. 
We owe Bishop Pisani letters, instructions and lamentations 
that breathe piety the liveliest and testify to a great elevation 
of feelings and thoughts.

It is hardly possible for us to insist on the writings of 
this prelate. It would be a pity, however, not to reproduce 
the admirable answer he gave to MM. the administrators 
composing the Directory of the department of Var, who 
summoned him to immediately cease his episcopal functions:

“When the nation, Gentlemen, seized all our ecclesiastical 
properties, founded on the most solid titles, maintained by a 
possession of several centuries, placed under the safeguard 
of the laws
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ancient of the Church and the State, guaranteed by the most 
rigorous censorships, none of us opposed it. If our conscience 
did not allow us to deliver them, we did not at least refuse 
them, and perhaps our silence will one day be reproached to 
us before God.

“But, today, you enjoin me, according to the explanation 
that you no doubt give to the decrees concerning the clergy, 
to renounce again the spiritual government of my diocese, 
to cease all exercise of spiritual jurisdiction there. If I held 
it from men, I would yield it, in proof of my fidelity to the 
nation, to the law, to the king; but I hold this jurisdiction 
entirely from Jesus Christ and his Vicar on earth. My fathers 
in the episcopate had received it from them, before the 
empire had adopted the Catholic religion, and I must always 
exercise this jurisdiction, should the Catholic religion be 
proscribed from the empire.

“The salvation of souls entrusted by the Sovereign 
Shepherd to my pastoral care, my own salvation and yours, 
therefore imposes a strict obligation on me not to abandon 
my Church. A foreign bishop could not govern it legitimately. 
The very express canons of various councils forbid any 
jurisdiction to such a bishop; and I cannot deliver my people 
to schism. As soon as the human law and the divine law are 
in opposition, there is no balancing. Judge yourselves before 
the Eternal if I should rather obey men than God; temporal 
authority can constrain, a bishop knows how to suffer. My 
will is not to abandon my flock, my duty is not to resist force; 
if she takes me away from my flock, my body will be absent, 
but my spirit and my heart will always dwell among them.”
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Bishop Pisani had to leave his beloved diocese. He retired 
to Nice, then to Rome, where he lived in pain and sadness. 
The Concordat suppressed the bishopric of Vence. It was a 
new ordeal for his last prelate. Bishop Pisani accepted the 
bishopric of Namur and governed it until February 22, 1826. 
He died in less than an hour from a stroke. He did not forget, 
in his will, his old cathedral of Vence, and left it an annual 
income of 100 francs, on condition that a mass would be said 
each year, on the anniversary of his death or the nearest day, 
for the repose of his soul, and another mass for all the other 
bishops, his predecessors.

V

The Priests of Vence 
from 1803 à 1903

The parish of Vence was henceforth directed by a priest-
archpriest, except during the period of the Revolution when 
vicars: MM. Granon, Pierre Blacas, Rostan and Blanc, 
exercised the cult in secret.

M. François Savornin, first manager of the parish, received 
the title of parish priest on May 11, 1803, with MM. Blacas, 
Rostan and Blanc for vicars. He had to repair many ruins. 
Fortunately, his excellent collaborators and his parishioners 
helped him in his task. We owe him the restoration of the 
facade of the church on Surian Square. It was he who had the 
Roman stones that were there and that an excavation of the 
square had unearthed embedded in the pillars of this facade.

It was under Savornin that, on February 2, 1805, Mr. 
Abou, priest, former beneficiary of the cathedral of Vence,
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yielded to the catholic worship, by deed passed at Master 
Martin, notary, the large chapel of the Calvary and the three 
which are close to it. The other chapels will be returned to 
Catholic worship a little later, in 1833, by Abbé Chaix. This 
calvary dates from the 18th century.

Its first curate, Antoine Blanc, succeeded Savornin in 
1819. It was he who commissioned a goldsmith from Paris, 
M. Choiselat, the modern busts of Saint Véran and Saint 
Lambert, one inaugurated on September 10, 1825, and the 
other on May 26, 1826.

To the first vicar, Pierre Blacas, fell the parish in 1825. 
He left it in 1827 to become vicar general of the bishop 
of Fréjus, installing in his place his first vicar, Jean-Pierre 
Chaix.

M. Chaix continued the work of his predecessors with 
great zeal. In 1833, he bought, by authentic deed, from Marie 
Brézet, authorized by her husband Meinier, the chapels of 
Calvary called “the Garden of Olives”, “Our Lord before 
Caipha”, the “Flagellation”, the “Coronation of thorns”, 
“Ecce Homo” and the “carrying of the cross.” Mr. Chaix 
then, by deed in good and due form deposited in the archives, 
donated these chapels to the Catholic faith, renouncing for 
himself and for his heirs their ownership in the present and 
in the future. The Congregation of Sainte-Anne also paid 
from its own funds the purchase price of these chapels.

Abbé Charles-Joseph Maurel succeeded the parish priest 
Chaix on March 2, 1852. He had quite a number of repairs 
carried out in the church and in particular the restoration of the 
walls and ceilings. It was perhaps an unfortunate thing, because 
old paintings decorated the walls and it would have been better 
to keep these memories of the past, even in bad condition. 
Several altarpieces were restored. Marble facings replaced

– 27 –



the wooden facings of the altars of Saint-Véran and Saint-
Lambert.

The organ received some repairs.
Father Maurel left the cure of Vence in 1865 for health 

reasons. He retired to Grasse, where he died in 1883, leaving 
the sum of two thousand francs to the Fabrique of his former 
parish.

Father Joseph Bruny replaced him. He displayed much 
activity for his church. We owe him the restoration of the 
chapels of Calvary and the installation of new organs. Mr. 
Bruny also confided in 1877 to Mr. David, painter in Nice, 
the restoration, for 500 francs, of the paintings of the four 
Evangelists, attributed to Jouvenet, as well as all the other 
paintings in the church. The southwest facade of the cathedral 
required further repairs. It was then that the bronze statue of 
the Virgin was placed, a gift from Mr. Barthélemy lsnard. 
In 1887, the earthquake severely damaged the cathedral of 
Vence and major repairs had to be carried out.

Father Bruny died on February 11, 1900, at the age of 77. 
His successor, Father Joseph Bouchard, former parish priest 
of Le Cannet, took possession of the parish on July 1 of the 
same year. The portraits of Godeau and Monseigneur Surian, 
preserved in the sacristy, come from a bequest of the parish 
priest Bruny.

Father Marius-Émile Bande, former dean priest of Bar, 
took possession, on January 19, 1913, of the cure of Vence 
in the midst of a great crowd of people. Canon Chanvillard, 
Vicar General of Mgr Chapon, Bishop of Nice, presided 
over the ceremony.
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Invention of the great relics of 
Saint Véran and Saint Lambert.

The new parish priest first proceeded with the general 
cleaning of his church. He then became acquainted with 
the main documents forming the archives of the parish. He 
noticed in particular a precious Gothic manuscript in which 
the life and miracles of Saint Lambert were recounted in 
Latin. This manuscript, reputed to be from the 12th century, 
comprises four non-paginated sheets. Another Gothic 
manuscript in two columns serves as its cover; a sheet of 
laid paper is put in the cover page at the beginning and two 
other sheets of the same paper as the cover page at the end.

At the bottom of this document is the following mention 
in Latin:

Fidem facio et testor quod ad majorem omnipotentis Dei 
gloriam die Xo Xbris 1793 extraxi sacras reliquias S. S. 
Verani and Lamberti positas in tecca argentea et reverenter 
collocavi in   arca lignea deaurata presentibus Paulo Pons 
presbitero and Petro Geoffroy in quorum fidem manu nostra 
signavimus vincii 10 December 1793.

G. PETRUS ABOU Pter
AND PRAECENTOR HUJUS ECCLESIÆ

PAULUS PONS Pter
Peter GEOFFROY

“I affirm and I testify that, for the greater glory of Almighty 
God, on December 10, 1793, I extracted the holy relics of 
Saint Véran and Saint Lambert placed in a silver chase, and I 
placed them gathered with respect in a gilded wooden chest, 
in the presence of Paul Pons, priest, and Pierre Geoffroy,
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who also act as guarantors, and we signed with our own hand 
in Vence on December 10, 1793.

Pierre ABOU, priest and manager
of this church,

Paul Pons, priest,
Pierre GEOFFROY.

Where were these relics?
Leafing through the third volume of baptismal, marriage 

and burial records, Father Baude discovered the following 
document:

In the year 1814 and on the 30th of April, I received from Mr. Pierre 
Abou, priest, former beneficiary, capiscol of the cathedral chapter of 
Vence, the gilded wooden box containing the relics of Saint Véran, 
which he assured me, being the same that existed before 1792, time of 
the Revolution in France, that he had taken this box from the chapel of 
the holy relics, he presents from the Heart of Jesus, so that they would 
not be profaned by the Revolution and we put the same box back in the 
closed place of an iron clerestory where they were previously deposited 
and kept at the back of the said chapel, behind the painting today of the 
Heart of Jesus . In witness whereof, in the capacity of delegate priest in 
this ecclesiastical district, now of the diocese of Aix, and in charge of 
the collection and verification of the relics, I have signed in Vence, the 
year and the day above.

SAVORNIN, priest,
ABU, priest.

On the other hand, in the parish book where the main 
facts concerning the parish of Vence from 1825 to 1865 
are related, one finds, on page 98, a report signed by Mr. 
Blacas, vicar general, Chaix, canon and parish priest, and J.-
B. Blacas, vicar, on September 9, 1839, where it is said that 
the signatories of these minutes verified the relics of Saint 
Véran and Saint Lambert and then locked them away, those 
of Saint Véran in five white silk sachets, and those of Saint 
Lambert in three sachets.
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Finally, Father Bande was not unaware of the widespread 
tradition in the minds of the population of Vence, according 
to which the great relics of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert 
had been hidden since the Revolution in the cathedral of 
Vence. There was even a legend that whoever found these 
relics and touched them would die within a year.

Thus, the priest Savornin, the vicar general Blacas, the 
priest Chaix had known where these relics were. They 
had checked them, touched them and they hadn’t died 
within a year. Besides, the legend of death could only be 
understood in a figurative sense. It meant that the impious 
who dared to touch and profane the relics of saints would be 
excommunicated and suffer eternal death.

Why did Father Baude’s predecessors not return the bodies 
of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert to public veneration? It is 
quite difficult to see them. Be that as it may, the new parish 
priest of Vence considered it a duty to seek out these relics 
and as a pious and useful work to bring them back into 
veneration.

In the meantime, precisely, a rather curious fact occurred, 
which has already given rise to a charming legend, but which 
we must relate in its simple accuracy, which is already quite 
impressive.

Father Baude received in the first days of February 1913 
the visit of Mr. Baunaud and Mr. Paulet, upholsterers in 
Aix, 11, rue Petit Saint-Jean. These gentlemen are devout 
Catholics and set an example of great piety. With a view 
to rendering service to the Church and devoting themselves 
to it, they have taken up the specialty of repairing religious 
ornaments. Mr. Baunaud and Mr. Paulet therefore came to 
offer their services to
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the priest of Vence. Besides, they did not know this city. 
In the conversation Mr. Baunaud related that the previous 
night he had had a strange dream. He entered the church of 
Vence, where he had never set foot and he discovered relics 
behind a painting. Father Baude, it goes without saying, had 
not breathed a word to Mr. Bannaud that he was precisely 
concerned with looking for the great relics of Saint Veran 
and Saint Lambert. He asked Mr. Baunaud and Mr. Paulet to 
accompany him to the church and he invited Mr. Bannaud to 
recognize the place he had seen in his dream. M. Baunaud 
walked with Mr. le Curé and his companion towards the 
chapel of the Saints-Anges, inspected the premises, hesitated 
for a few moments and ended by saying that this chapel could 
be the one he had seen in his dream.

Mr. le Curé then led these gentlemen to the chapel of the 
Sacred Heart. There, M. Baunaud did not have the slightest 
hesitation.

“It is indeed this chapel,” he said, “and it is indeed this 
painting that I saw in my dream.”

“It is indeed,” intervened Mr. le Curé, “in this chapel that 
I intend to find the relics that I am looking for, if I believe 
the documents of which I have just just become acquainted. 
I am even sure of it.”

A few days later, on June 7, 1913, Father Baude, in the 
presence of Mr. Bougearel, mayor of Vence, of Mr. Xavier 
Giraud and Mr. Marcel Carganico, vicars of the parish, 
François Suche, sexton, Mr. Servelle, upholsterer, had the 
painting hung above the altar in the chapel of the Sacred 
Heart removed. This painting concealed the door of a closet. 
From this cupboard, once opened, out came:

1° A large chest in gilded wood, from the Louis XIII 
period,
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in the shape of a shrine, surmounted by a small bell tower. 
with four openings;

2° Two wooden busts, one not mitred, that of Saint Véran, 
the other mitred, that of Saint Lambert, busts of which there 
is no mention in the inventories or in the archives, but are 
however old;

3° An ordinary wooden chest containing various relics;
4° A third equally ordinary wooden chest containing the 

authentics of all the relics which have remained hidden.
On June 10, the three boxes were opened in the presence 

of His Majesty Monseigneur Chapon, Bishop of Nice, the 
civil and religious authorities, Doctors Binet and Long and 
a large number of the faithful. We found ourselves in the 
presence of the five white silk sachets containing the relics 
of Saint Véran and the three sachets containing those of Saint 
Lambert. A writing in the hand of Father Bruny revealed that 
this former parish priest of Vence had extracted from one of 
the bags a relic of Saint Lambert, the one he had sent to the 
parish priest of Vidauban. Abbot Bruny therefore also knew 
of the existence of the great relics of the saints of Vence.

The discovery of Father Baude produced a lively sensation 
among the population of Vence. For several days, the faithful 
came in droves to the church, curious and moved. On Surian 
Square, on National Square, in the streets, groups were 
forming. Everyone spoke only of the Saints of Vence. We 
remembered their lives, their miracles. The most skeptical, 
the most unbelieving felt moved by the memory of the past, 
by the evocation of all the marvelous events which, through 
the centuries, have illustrated the history of Vence. The little 
children asked their parents
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who Saint Véran and Saint Lambert were. The parents 
informed them as best they could, speaking of the power 
that these Saints had to heal the sick.

A recent miracle of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert.

Precisely on the place Surian, in front of the church, 
remains a family, the Honoré Carle family, composed of the 
mother, the father and three children. The father works in 
the fields, the mother runs a small vegetable shop; the eldest 
of the children, Séraphine, aged twelve, helps the mother, 
does the shopping; the little boy Alexandre, aged nine, still 
goes to school. As for little Marie, born in May 1910, she is 
crippled. Despite being three and a half years old, she cannot 
walk or even stand. As the parents and the older sister work, 
they cannot take care of her. Every day, they sit her outside, 
in front of the shop. The child has heard that the bodies of 
Saint Véran and Saint Lambert have been found; she heard 
that they healed the sick; she learned that their busts had 
been found and that they have been placed up there in a 
room in the church, the window of which opens onto the 
square, opposite her mother’s shop. She listens. She looks. 
She comes alive as she sees people coming and going in the 
square, entering the church and leaving it.

“Mom, I want to go to church too, to see Saint Véran and 
Saint Lambert.”

“But, my daughter, you cannot go there, since you cannot 
walk.”

“Then carry me.”
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“But I don’t have time, you can see that I’m busy.”
“Then give me some paper and a pencil, with which I will 

write to Saint Véran and Saint Lambert, to ask them to come 
and heal me.”

The mother, to have peace, gives the little girl some paper 
and a pencil. Little Marie Carle who is intelligent, and even 
shrewd, traces hieroglyphs on paper, applying herself as best 
she can. Every day, she talks to her mother about Saint Véran 
and Saint Lambert. She asks if they have received her letter 
and if they will come soon.

One day, Tuesday, August 19, 1913, the window of Saint 
Lambert’s room was opened. At the back, on pedestals fixed 
quite high, the priest had the wooden busts of Saint Véran 
and Saint Lambert placed. Little Marie Carle has her eyes 
fixed on this window. Suddenly, sitting outside, she calls her 
mother who comes and goes in her shop.

“Mom! mom! Saint Véran and Saint Lambert are looking 
at me.”

The mother ran up and, faint with emotion, she saw her 
little cripple get up on her legs and run towards the church. 
The neighbors cannot restrain a cry of astonishment. Mr. and 
Mrs. Servelle, who keep a small shop selling miscellaneous 
objects, next to the church door, are witnesses, with Mrs. 
Guillaume, of the prodigy that has just taken place. They 
run to Mrs. Carle’s shop, believing that the child’s mother 
knows nothing, because, upset, Mrs. Carle had to sit down 
in her shop.

“She was like a “wax”, said Mr. and Mrs. Servelle. She 
had no more words. She barely stammered: “Thank you, O 
Saint Véran and Saint Lambert.”
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In fact, Madame Carle was ill for a few days.
“As for little Marie,” add Mr. and Mrs. Servelle, she who 

had legs ‘no bigger than a thumb,’ “she ran around the square 
like a rabbit. She asked for flowers to take to Saint Véran and 
Saint Lambert, and she entered the church to see them.”

We relate the event as it happened, leaving it to the 
ecclesiastical authority to assess it and give it the value it 
deserves.

Saint Véran and Saint Lambert once performed many 
miracles. Why wouldn’t they do more today in order to show 
the population of Vence that they are still the protectors and 
benefactors of the city? Let us simply add that, in 1910, Mr. 
and Mrs. Honoré Carle lost a young girl of thirteen who died 
among the Dominicans like a saint.

In any case, it is a happy event that Father Baude has 
found the relics of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert. This is an 
event that can have the most fruitful consequences. All the 
people of Vence spontaneously thought that it was important 
to mark it with memorable celebrations. Monseigneur 
Chapon, bishop of Nice, went beyond their wishes. He 
fixed Thursday, April 16, 1914 as the celebration of these 
holidays. He wants these celebrations not only to be held in 
Vence; he wants these to be celebrations for all of Provence 
and he has invited all the prelates of the region to take part, 
so that the brilliance of these celebrations is magnificent. It 
is Cardinal de Cabrières, Bishop of Montpellier, who will 
preside over them, assisted by H.G. Monseigneur Bonnefoy, 
Archbishop of Aix and Embrun, H.G. Monseigneur Leron, 
Reverendissimo
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Abbot of Lerins. In Lérins, in fact, lived Saint Véran and 
Saint Lambert. Many other prelates and many personalities 
will attend the Vence celebrations.

The program of these celebrations indicates that in the 
morning, at 7:30 a.m., a mass of general communion said by 
Monseigneur Leron, abbot of Lérins, will bring together all 
the faithful. At 10 am, the procession of prelates and clergy 
will accompany from the church to the Place Saint-Michel 
the relics of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert. On the Place 
Saint-Michel, an altar will have been erected where the relics 
will remain on display. Mgr Bonnefoy, Archbishop of Aix, 
will say the pontifical mass during which the masters of Nice 
and Monaco will be heard. Father Thellier de Poncheville 
will deliver a speech.

At half past two, the prelates and the faithful will meet in 
Place Saint-Michel. We will hear hymns and cantatas by the 
choirs of Nice and Monaco. Monseigneur Guilibert, Bishop 
of Fréjus, will eulogize the Saints.

The procession will then accompany the relics to the 
cathedral. In Surian Square, H. Em. Cardinal de Cabrières 
will deliver an address, the Te Deum will be sung and the 
crowd will be given a blessing.

VI

The Cathedral Church of Vence

The church of Vence, always placed under the name of 
the Nativity of the Virgin, will therefore once again know 
its days of glory. It is one of the oldest in France. Its bases, 
according to tradition, rest on the site of an ancient pagan 
temple
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dedicated to Mars or Cybele. One could even, it is said, 
discover the remains of these divinities if one searched the 
pillars of the monument of today.

It is difficult, in any case, to specify the exact time when 
it was built. The shape of its arcades, however, suggests 
that the church of Vence dates from the tenth century. 
We can also assume that it replaced a Roman-Byzantine 
style church, completely destroyed by some invasion of 
barbarians (probably the great invasion of the 9th century, 
when Provence fell prey to the Moors) and from which the 
tracery stones which are housed in the interior or exterior 
walls of the church. Where can these documents, which are 
characteristic of a flourishing art between the 4th and 10th 
centuries, come from? These stones where, in the interlacing, 
one sees birds or finely carved grapes, indicate that the 
primitive church of Vence had been built with care and piety.

As for the current church, it had to undergo quite a number 
of alterations. For the rest, it interests above all by what it 
contains.

The tomb of Saint Lambert.

We talked about the tomb of Saint Véran, a marble 
monument from the Roman period. That of Saint Lambert is 
probably not art since it does not include any sculpture.

At least, it is fitting to attach an inestimable price to it 
since it received the body of Saint Lambert and kept it until 
1468, when Bishop Raphaël Monso had the bones removed 
to place them in reliquaries. Moreover, the epitaph of Saint 
Lambert
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engraved in Gothic characters on the stone deserves attention. 
It is designed as follows:
DISCAT QUI NESCIT, QUOD EPISCOPUS HIC REQUIESCIT
NOMINE LAMBERTUS MULTA BONITATE REFERTUS
QUIQUE QUATERDENIS HUIC SEDI PROFITS ANNIS.
NON HUNC EREXIT RES BLANDA NEC ASPERA FLEXIT
PARCAT PECCATIS ILLIUS FONS PIETATIS
AND LUCESCAT EI, LUX PERPETUÆ REQUIEI (1154).

This epitaph translates as follows:
“Let anyone who does not know learn it: the bishop who 

rests here, by the name of Lambert, was full of kindness; 
he occupied this seat for forty years; he derived no pride 
from any flattery, and no difficulty could bend him. May the 
source of mercy forgive his sins and may the light of eternal 
rest shine for him.”

The other tombs.

The cathedral of Vence has other tombs. In the vault of 
the bishops, located at the foot of the altar, rest among others 
Monseigneur Godeau and Monseigneur Surian. The lords of 
Vence rest in the middle nave, in front of the sanctuary, on 
the Gospel side. The canons were buried in the Chapel of the 
Holy Angels. However, Canon Jacques Barcillon is buried in 
the Chapel of the Sacred Heart, formerly the Chapel of the 
Holy Relics. Notables from Vence are buried at the back of 
the church.

The stalls.

The Gothic stalls that now occupy the gallery and once 
adorned the choir date from 1459 and are the work of Jacques 
Bellot, from Grasse. They are interesting as a whole and by 
the
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details. It is an impressive monument of Gothic art from the 
15th century. Their author was certainly not a despicable 
artist. He put a lot of life into all the ornamental details. The 
animals and characters that he sculpted under the misericords, 
or that he placed between each stall give a good idea of   the 
costume, mores and spirit of the 15th century, where gaiety 
and humor willingly rubbed shoulders with the serious and 
austere. He reproduced and mixed the characters of the time, 
people of the church, nobility or the people, some serious, 
others amusing, others not very... suitable.

The lectern.

The lectern, listed as a 15th century historic monument, 
certainly dates back to an earlier date than the stalls. It is 
therefore not by Jacques Bellot. To be convinced of this, 
moreover, it is enough to compare the ogives, the rosettes 
and the flowers which fill the voids. They have neither the 
same movement nor the same character.

The author of the lectern could well be the same as the 
author of the Provostship door.

The Provost Door.

This door, deposited in the chapel of the Saints-Anges as a 
relic, comes from the old Prévôté, or residence of the canons, 
building belonging today to Mr. Lambert, locksmith. Father 
Chaix was the owner of this door. In 1878, he sold it for 150 
francs to the Factory Council. The Beaux-Arts, at the time 
of the inventories, classified this door as a work of the 15th 
century. Some authors
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attribute it to Jacques Bellot, the artist of the stalls. It suffices 
to carefully examine the decorative details to be convinced 
that the author of this door is not Jacques Bellot. Jacques 
Bellot’s small cross-brace warheads are rather rounded 
towards the top. The analogous warheads of the Prévôté 
door and the lectern, on the contrary, tend to end in arrows. 
The rosettes of Jacques Bellot stretch out in volutes, those 
of the door, in the manner of flames. The daisies, which in 
Bellot’s work fill certain voids, are more hollowed out, more 
detailed, better cared for than the analogous flowers of the 
lectern and the door of the Provostship. Finally, note that the 
uprights of the warheads are sharp-edged in the lectern and 
the door of the Provostship, while they are flat in Bellot’s 
work. On the other hand, several kinds of wood make up the 
door. The frames of the small panels are in cypress and the 
panels in walnut. The Provost gate seems noticeably older 
than the stalls. The character’s hood and hairstyle, no doubt 
a portrait of the donor, can only confirm this opinion.

The door to the sacristy.

It is classified as a historical monument. It is attributed to 
the 15th century. It would then be from the very beginning of 
the 15th century. It has square ribbed panels like the bottom 
of the lectern and may be by the same author. Note also that 
it is in cypress and walnut like the Provostship door.
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The baptismal font.

It was moved several times. It was first seen in the 
arcade opposite the Saint-Joseph altar. It was found that it 
was getting in the way and it were taken to the back of the 
church, under the gallery. It was still cluttering. It was finally 
installed in the little chapel with the Renaissance ceiling 
where it is today, in front of the grotto of Lourdes. It is made 
of smooth local stone. The tank rests on lion claw feet. Large 
stylized leaves adorn the top of the stand. The Fine Arts 
have classified this monument and attribute it to the 12th 
century. We must remember, precisely, that it was from the 
twelfth century that the Gothic dominated all French art and 
supplanted the Romanesque. The baptismal font of Vence 
may, at first glance, make one think of Romanesque art. 
But what characterizes Romanesque decoration is that it is 
both rich in inspiration and rather clumsy in execution. But 
aren’t the fonts of the church of Vence precisely sober in 
inspiration and skilful in execution? They present features 
contrary to Romanesque art. For us they cannot date from 
the 12th century: they are simply from the Directoire or 
Empire period.

The miraculous Christ.

It is the large Christ in painted wood, probably dating 
from the 16th century, which stands opposite the pulpit. In 
1790 the revolutionaries wanted to bring it down. In vain did 
they resort to ladders and ropes; they could not shake it. One 
of them climbed a ladder to tie a rope around his neck. It is 
pulled violently and the rope breaks. The same individual
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goes back up the ladder, but suddenly we see him come 
down precipitously. Pale and defeated he fled, saying to 
the assistants: “Go and shoot him whoever wants to.” The 
assistants fled in their turn and the Christ remained in 
place. For this miraculous fact, this Christ is the object of a 
particular cult on the part of the Vençois.

The high altar.

It is made of marble in several colors and dates back to the 
18th century. It cost 1,950 lira, currency of Genoa, paid to 
Joseph Schiaffini. Note the graceful expression of the heads 
of angels surmounting the tabernacle.

The Child Jesus in marble.

This Child Jesus, in marble, probably a work of the 18th 
century, comes from the heirs of Marcelline Bouyon who 
gave it in 1835 in memory of the deceased and to obey 
her intentions. This Child Jesus, in any case, is in no way 
reminiscent of the heads of cherubs in the tabernacle of the 
high altar.

The altarpieces.

That of the chapel of Saints-Anges is said to be the oldest. 
It is classified as being from the 16th century. It is in gilded 
wood and painted green. The altarpiece of the chapel of Saint-
Joseph is also made of wood, as well as that of the chapel 
of the Rosary. They have unfortunately been repainted and 
gilded.

The columns of the chapels of Saint-Véran, Saint-Lambert 
and Saint-Joseph are in plaster with fairly recent paint and 
gilding.
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The Organs.

Vence Cathedral has never had much luck with its organs. 
Bishop Raphaël Monso commissioned the first in 1463. It 
was only inaugurated in 1505 by Aymar de Vesc. In the 17th 
century, between the death of Pierre du Vair and the accession 
of Antoine Godeau, the canons had this organ destroyed, 
claiming that it was no longer worth anything and no longer 
wanting, for reasons of poverty, to pay the organist.

Godeau had a new organ installed. He also applied 
himself to reorganizing the songs, being an artist and a lover 
of beautiful music. This second organ was in use until 1828, 
when the priest Chaix spent 1,805 francs to have it restored 
by Mr. Gianani, conductor of the bridges and roads of the 
district of Brignoles, domiciled in Brignoles.

It is probable that this driver of bridges and roads knew 
better how to repair the roads than to restore the organs, 
because, in 1851, the organs required new repairs entrusted 
to a Mr. Meinier, simple workman, but, at his words, 
endowed with special knowledge for everything related to 
the mechanism. Meinier was given 30 francs for this work.

It was probably too little! Again, in 1871, the question had 
to be dealt with. The council of the factory, on the indications 
of the priest Bruny, addressed itself to a postman of Nice, 
Mr. Frederic Valoncini. He drew up an estimate of 3,600 
francs, including the old organ valued at 300 francs, but this 
estimate was largely exceeded. The price of the new organ 
rose to 5,353 francs. It is true that M. Valoncini thought
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fit to dispense with the old sideboard. It was probably very 
unfortunate.

This new organ was inaugurated on September 9, 1872, 
the eve of the feast of Saint Véran. Unfortunately, it must be 
believed that Mr. Valoncini’s work was not perfection, since 
this ew organ is now out of service.

The stained glass windows.

The windows are modern. They date from 1865. The 
Brunet house, of Montpellier, provides them for the sum of 
1,758 francs. Mr. Maurel, mayor, donated 700 francs; his 
sister, by will, had left 1,000 francs on her side. The Factory 
paid the rest.

The paintings.

The four Evangelists hung in the choir would be the work, 
as we have said, of Jouvenet. At the height where they are 
placed, it is difficult to examine them.

The painting of Saint Véran blessing the people and the 
one representing Saint Lambert standing, crosier in hand, if 
they do not offer artistic value, remain precious memories. 
They are given as being from the sixteenth century. The 
painting representing Saint Anthony and Saint Paul, hermit, 
classified as a historical monument and attributed to the 17th 
century, seems rather from the 16th century. The figures are 
painted vigorously; the heads are even beautiful.

The painting in the chapel of Saints-Anges, the former 
Saint-André chapel, which represents the angel leading 
Tobias, is not lacking in color, if the expression
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of the characters is rather cutesy. A careful examination 
suggests that this work is by some pupil of Nattier, that it is 
therefore from the 18th century. The painting is framed by 
sixteen medallions representing various saints.

VII

The Old Treasury.

The church of Vence once possessed many other precious 
objects, stolen during the Revolution and whose loss is 
forever deplorable. These are first of all the old busts, in 
vermeil or silver, of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert. In 1468 
the plague ravaged the neighboring countries of Vence. This 
small town was fortunately preserved from it, thanks to the 
ardent prayers that the population addressed to its Saints. In 
recognition, its then bishop, Raphaël Monso, ordered from an 
artist from Paris named Laurent de Pardis or Laurent Parisis 
a gilt silver bust of Saint Véran. This bust was inaugurated 
on October 10, 1491, by Bishop Jean de Vesc, according to 
some historians, or on October 10, 1495, by Jean’s brother, 
Aymard de Vesc, according to other historians. Be that as it 
may, according to all the witnesses, this bust was a marvel of 
expression and carving.

A bust of Saint Lambert was also commissioned at the 
same time and also in recognition of the Saint’s protection 
during the plague of 1468. It was Canon Christophe 
Malamaire who wanted to donate it to the church, but this 
bust was not not as rich as that of Saint Véran. According to 
Godeau, the head alone was in silver and the rest in copper. 
That’s why
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later, in 1632, Canon Jacques Barcillon commissioned 
from a Parisian artist, Thomas Merlin, another bust of Saint 
Lambert, in chased silver, with the life of the Saint and his 
miracles engraved around the base. Vence had just escaped 
the plague which, in 1629-1630, had raged in the neighboring 
countries. It was only right to show gratitude to Saint Lambert. 
These were the first two busts, that is to say those of 1468 
which were placed, in 1592, on the tower of the cathedral, 
during the assault given to Vence by Lesdiguières, leader 
of the Calvinist troops. We know that the enemy projectiles 
could not touch the city and that Lesdiguières had to lift the 
siege. These two busts of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert 
are mentioned and described at length in the inventory of 
the treasure of the church of Vence, drawn up in 1507. This 
treasure also included a gold crosier that belonged to Saint 
Lambert and two of his pastoral rings, numerous mitres, 
enriched with precious stones, sacred vessels of precious 
craftsmanship and a processional cross in silver with rich 
enamels.

Through his will, Godeau had left the cathedral his silver 
chapel, that is to say his cross, his four chandeliers, his 
crozier, his candlestick, his cremial, his creamers to be used 
for baptisms and extreme unctions, her silver linen chasuble 
with gold flowers and its embroidered veil.

Almost all the bishops of Vence left precious objects in 
their cathedral. Of all this ancient treasure, little or nothing 
remains.
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VIII

The Current Treasury

The current treasury, of which Abbot Bande, the new 
priest-archpriest of Vence, applied himself to bringing 
together most of the pieces in the room where Saint Lambert 
died in order to form a museum of art and piety, includes 
quite numerous and very interesting objects:

1° Reliquary of Saint Blaise, in the shape of a shrine, in 
engraved and chiseled copper, length 0.06, width 0.04. The 
relic of the Saint occupies a glazed window on one long side; 
on each side of this window are engraved two coats of arms. 
The scene of the martyrdom of Saint Blaise is engraved on 
the other large side. The small side represents Saint Blaise 
visited in the desert by wolves. On the other short side, 
Saint Blaise, as a bishop, consoles a peasant woman who 
complains that the wolves have eaten her pig and begs the 
Saint to return it to her. This small reliquary, classified by 
the Ministry of Fine Arts as a historical monument and given 
as being in gilded silver, is a 16th century work in engraved 
copper with traces of silver.

2° Crosier of the former bishops, 18th century work in 
silvered copper, measuring 0.25 m in height by 0.16 m in 
width, classified as a historical monument.

3° Pastoral cross of Monseigneur Pisani, object classified 
by the Ministry of Fine Arts, in chased gold, length of the 
large branch .08, length of the small branch .055. The ends 
of the branches bear flowers and garlands. The ends of the 
small branch carry
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on one side various letters as well as the bottom of the large 
branch. This cross is accompanied by a flat gold chain, with a 
shell-shaped slider, but the chain is not from the same period 
as the cross. The cross was given on September 9, 1831 to 
the parish of Vence by Monseigneur de Richery, first bishop 
of Fréjus after the restoration of the seat and later archbishop 
of Aix and Embrun. This donation was the subject of a report 
which appears in the archives of the church. It is said in this 
document that the cross of Bishop Pisani will be placed on 
the busts of Saint Lambert and Saint Véran on their feast 
day.

4° Busts of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert in silvered 
copper, and not in silver, as indicated in the classification 
of the Ministry of Fine Arts. The classification also gives 
them as being from the 18th century. That of Saint Véran 
dates from 1825. It had been commissioned by Abbot Blanc, 
then parish priest. The manufacturer, Mr. Choiselat, rue du 
Pot-de-Fer, n° 8, near the place Saint-Sulpice, sold it for 
940 pounds, declaring in his letter of dispatch that this bust 
“is made of solidly silvered copper and carved, the pastoral 
cross in gilded copper and the reliquary in gilded silver.” 
This bust was blessed on September 10, 1825, the feast day 
of Saint Véran.

The same goldsmith delivered the following year the bust 
of Saint Lambert, also in silvered and chiseled copper. On 
May 26 of the same year, the feast day of Saint Lambert, 
M. Blacas, canon and parish priest, blessed this bust and 
inaugurated it.

These two busts, donated by Monseigneur Pisani, Bishop 
of Namur, in memory of his former bishopric, had been 
ordered to replace the old silver busts stolen during the 
Revolution. We see them in the niches to the right and left of 
the high altar.
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5° Painted wooden busts found by Abbot Baude. It is 
possible, both the sculpture is crude and the expression 
naive, that these busts preceded those of the 15th century. In 
any case, they had to be restored at the beginning of the 17th 
century. The bust of Saint Lambert, from the neck down, 
received a coat of silver on plaster and that of Saint Véran a 
coat of gilding also on plaster. Silvering and gilding bear an 
ornamentation of flowers in the Louis XIII style.

6° Renaissance casket in gilded wood, with solid panels, 
in the shape of a house surmounted by a bell tower with four 
openings, resting on lion claw feet measuring .70 in length, 
.40 in depth and .31 in height. Floral scrolls backed by an 
angel’s head adorn the facade; foliage backed by a rosette 
decorate the sides. This casket is the one that was found by 
Abbot Baude and in which the great relics of Saint Véran 
and Saint Lambert were placed, at least temporarily.

7° Régence casket with glazed skylights, background 
repainted in blue, gilded fillets and ornaments, measuring 
.60 in length, .32 in depth and .16 in height. This casket 
contains the large bones of Saint Lambert.

8° Casket from the 17th century, in the form of a shrine 
with glazed panels, with six angels forming caryatids; the 
pediment, cut, carries in the middle an angel’s head. The 
gilding is old but not of the time. This box rests on claw feet, 
two of which are missing. It measures .44 in length, .23 in 
depth and .22 in height.

9° Reliquary in the form of an altar, with twisted and 
gilded columns, with a pediment also gilded, in the style 
of the 17th century; the background has been repainted in 
purple. This reliquary contains several relics, including one 
of Saint Agatha. It measures
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.40 high without the pediment and .53 with the pediment, 

.335 wide.
10° Small reliquary in gilded and re-gilded wood, partly 

in the shape of a monstrance, .30 high. It contains a relic of 
the True Cross.

11° Reliquary in silvered copper, modern, in the shape of 
a monstrance, .62 high. It also contains a relic of the True 
Cross.

12° Two arm-shaped reliquaries, containing one of the 
relics of Saint Véran, the other of the relics of Saint Cosimo 
and Saint Arnoux.

13° A gilded wooden case with glazed panels containing, 
behind a wax head, relics of Saint Justin.

14° A large modern case, with a glazed front, containing 
the relics of numerous saints. This reliquary, placed in a 
niche between the chapel of the Holy Angels and that of the 
Souls in Purgatory, is modern.

15° Statuette of Saint John the Baptist in gilded wood.
16° Twelve masses of various brotherhoods in silvered 

copper; a large cross in silvered copper, that of the White 
Penitents; another large cross, that of the Black Penitents, in 
wood, gilt corners with gilded shells; a third wooden cross, 
gilded corners, called the first communion.

17° Sacerdotal ornaments, including: chasuble cloth 
of gold with silver embroidery, restored; double-sided 
chasuble, gold cloth on one side, violet silk on the other with 
silver embroidery; two-sided chasuble, red on one side and 
green on the other, with silver embroidery; double-sided 
cope, purple on one side, with silver embroidery, and on the 
other side in cloth of gold with silver embroidery, in poor 
condition.
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IX

The relics

The church of Vence, as we have already said, possesses, 
in addition to the bodies of Saint Véran and Saint Lambert, 
the relics of numerous saints, thanks to the benevolence of 
Pope Paul III, former bishop of Vence, who sent to his former 
Chapter these precious memories:

Relics of the True Cross:
Relics of Saint Anne and Saint Matthew;
Relics of Saint Blaise;
Relics of Saint Cosimo and Saint Arnoux;
Relics of Saint Justin;
Relics of Saint Constance, martyr;
Relics of Saint Constantine;
Relics of Saint Alexander;
Relics of Saint Louis de Gonzague;
Relics of Saint Lawrence;
Relics of Saint Francis de Sales, Saint Francis Xavier, 

Saint Francis, Regis, Saint Sebastian, Saint Felix, Saint 
Victor, Saint Boniface, of Saint Justine, etc., etc.

X

The chapels

In the course of this work, we have spoken incidentally 
of some of the chapels which belonged or still belong to the 
church of Vence.

It may be useful to dedicate a special paragraph to them.
The oldest, that of Saint Crépin, owned
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today from a private individual, dates back to 1324 and 
was founded by Pierre Malirat, bishop of Vence. It was first 
dedicated to the Holy Cross.

In 1610, Bishop Pierre du Vair built the Saint-Pancrace 
chapel, on the Place Saint-Michel; then, in 1614, that of 
the White Penitents, in the Faubourg des Templiers, and, in 
1617, the chapel of Arrat or Notre-Dame des Sept-Douleurs.

The Chapel of the Black Penitents, destroyed in 1912 to 
widen Avenue du Colonel-Meyer, dates back to 1643. Its 
construction was due to the generosity of Antoine Godeau, 
who moreover left part of his fortune to the Confrérie of 
Mercy or Black Penitents.

In 1700, Bishop Crillon founded the chapels of Calvary. 
For a long time the Vençois showed a very special piety for 
these chapels. Even today, on Good Friday, vespers are sung 
in the large chapel.

Unfortunately, during the Revolution, some were sold as 
national property, in particular the Calvaire chapels. We have 
seen that, in 1833, the priest Chaix bought the first six by 
authentic deed to immediately donate them to the Catholic 
faith in the only form used for this kind of donation; Here is 
the copy made from the original:

Copy of the donation on stamp of the six Calvary 
chapels to the parish of Vence, by Chaix, parish priest.

I, the undersigned Jean-Pierre Chaix, parish priest of the town 
of Vence, head of correspondence of the Bishop of Fréjus for the 
ecclesiastical district of Vence, declare freely and voluntarily that 
by purchasing from Dame Marie Brézet, wife of Meinier, of this 
city of Vence by deed
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received in the writings of Mrs. Béranqer, son, royal notary in 
Vence, on the twenty-ninth of August, the six chapels located in 
this city, in the district of l’Arra or in other words the Calvary and 
representing Our Lord Jesus Christ: 1° in the Garden of Olives, 
2° in front of Pilate, 3° in front of Caiaphas, 4° in the flagellation, 
5° in the crowning of thorns, 6° carrying his cross, my intention 
is and will be irrevocably that they be used and consecrated 
today to the exercise of Catholic worship, ceding for this purpose, 
transferring and handing over from this day the property and the 
use of the said chapels to the Fabrique of this parish, all under 
the approval of the diocesan bishops and parish priests of Vence, 
under their orders, without me or my heirs or successors ever 
being able, under any pretext or reason whatsoever, to ask for it 
in general or in particular distraction, sharing or division of the 
said chapels.

This declaration will be made in three originals, one of which 
will be sent to the secretariat of the diocesan bishop, the second 
will be inserted in the current register of the parish of Vence and 
the third will remain in the hands of M. Chaix, parish priest.

Done at Vence, the first of September one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-three in the presence of Mr. Pierre Blacas, 
vicar general of the diocese, of Mr. Joseph Bérard, Mr. Jean-
Baptiste Tardieu, Esprit Vermeil, vicars of this parish, and sieurs 
Balthazar Lauqier, Jean Déclère, owners and rectors of all the 
chapels of Calvaire who have signed with us as parish priest of 
this parish, purchaser and transferee of the said chapels.

Blacas, vic. gen. CHAIX, parish priest delegate. 
VERMEIL, vic. BERARD, vic. TARDIEU, vic. DECLERATE. 
LAUGIER.

The other chapels of the Calvary had been bought in 1805 
by Mr. Abou, priest, by deed also notarized and sold under 
the same conditions to the Factory.
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In May 1875, the Fabrique spent 2,000 francs for the 
repair of all the chapels of Calvaire. The work was entrusted 
to Mr. Auguste Vincent, a painter in Cannes, who redid the 
fresco paintings and repainted the figures of the Passion.

On the chapels of Sainte-Élisabeth and Sainte-Colombe, 
we found no document.

As we see, of Roman civilization there remains only a 
few remnants, and little remains also of civil monuments. 
Vence owes its glory above all to its bishops and its saints. 
Who would speak today of this small city, who would 
come to see it with curiosity and emotion, if Saint Véran 
and Saint Lambert, if Godeau and Surian, members of the 
French Academy, did not illustrate its history? What remains 
of her most solid and most precious is her church and the 
treasures which she possesses. Religion has given Vence all 
its luster as it has given to so many other cities, to the whole 
of France, to other countries, to Latin countries in particular. 
The masterpieces, paintings, sculptures, works of art that fill 
our museums are inspired by religion. It has always been a 
marvelous source of genius and heroism. Therefore, is there 
not something to smile about when we hear that religion 
promotes obscurantism? Is not darkness, on the contrary, 
in the minds of those who do not want to see that religion 
has been light in the past and that it will still be light in the 
future?
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