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A few notes about this English translation. This article by Ed-
mond Blanc was originally published in Tome IV (Volume 4)
of the “Annales de la Société des Lettres, Sciences & Arts des
Alpes-Maritimes” (Annals of the Society of Letters, Sciences
and Arts of the Alpes-Maritimes) in 1877. Though it is only ten
pages long it was also published in book form that same year by
the Nice publisher Malvano & Co.

To the best of my knowledge, this document has never been
translated into English. At least, I can’t find any versions of it
online. I'm excited to share this English translation with other
English speakers who are interested in the history of Vence.

To create this English translation, I did the following: I found
a scanned PDF of the original document online. I then used
OCR (optical character recognition) to convert the scanned
images into actual text. I used ChatGPT to translate the text
from French to English, then read it again carefully and made
any necessary corrections. There are bound to be errors here
and there. I have followed the design and layout of the original
article, copying the style and fonts as close as possible.

For this annotated version I have included almost 150 notes
explaining people, places, objects and other things. I hope you
find them useful.

If you find any typos or mistakes, please email me so that I
can correct them for future versions.

I am offering this as a free download, so you are welcome to
share it with anyone who might be interested.

Steve Wilkison
steveandcaroleinvence.com
steve@steveandcaroleinvence.com
February 2026
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VENCE AND THE VIA JULIA AUGUSTA

The origin of Vence is lost in the night of time. It is certain that
the Romans found there a fortified town, which they made into
a municipium (a) and which soon acquired great importance.
The Notice of the Provinces (1) (b) lists it among the eight ci-
vitates (c) of the Alpes-Maritimes (d), together with Embrun
(e), the metropolis (f), Digne (g), Briangconnet (h), Senez (i),
Glandevez (j), Castellane (k), and Cimiez (1). Later, the Notice
of the Empire by André Duchesne (2) (m) records these chang-
es: Brianconnet, Castellane, and Cimiez were replaced by Gap
(n), Nice (0), and Antibes (p); but Vence remained, and, until
the Middle Ages, it retained its rank among the great cities of
the Alpes-Maritimes.

Although only a single ancient author mentioned Vence (3)
(q), its importance is so clearly demonstrated by the numerous
epigraphic monuments (r) found there that all the authors who
have dealt with the subject have not hesitated to recognize its very
great importance during the period of Roman rule. Bouche (4)
(s) says: “It must have been a town of very great importance, which
must have been inhabited by people of rank”; Papon (5) (t): “Also in

1 Noticia Provinciarum. Provincia Viennensis IV in Alpibus Maritimis alii,
provincia Alpium Maritimarum. Civitates num. VIII. Civitas Ebrodunensium
metropolis, civitas Diniensium, civitas Rigomagensium, civitas Solliniensium,
civitas Sanitiensium, civitas Glanatensium, civitas Cemenelensium, civitas Ven-
ciensium.

2 Metropolis, Civitas Ebrodunum, civitas Vapincum, civitas Nicea, civitas
Sanesio, civitas Glandis, civitas Antipolis, civitas Vencio.

3 Ptolémée, Géo. book III, ch. I. Although Dio Cassius, book XXXVII, §
XXXXVII, names a city called Ovevrtiav, I have demonstrated in an earlier
study that it refers not to Vence, but to Valence.

4 Hon. Bouche, Hist. gén. de la Provence, Chorographie.

5 Papon (of the Oratory), Hist. de Prov. Chor.

a. A municipium was a town or city incorporated into the Ro-
man state whose inhabitants possessed certain rights of Roman
citizenship (sometimes full, sometimes partial), while retaining
a degree of local self-government. These towns were governed by
their own local magistrates and councils but were legally part of
the Roman political system and subject to Roman law and tax-
ation.

b. The Notitia Provinciarum et Civitatum Galliae (“Notice of
the Provinces and Cities of Gaul”) is a late Roman administrative
list compiled in the late 4th or early 5th century, probably under
the reign of Honorius. It records the provinces of Roman Gaul
and the principal cities (civitates) within them, naming their met-
ropolitan capitals and subordinate urban centers. In the case of
the province known as Viennensis IV in Alpibus Maritimis (also
called Alpium Maritimarum), it lists eight civitates, including
Ebrodunum (Embrun) as metropolis, along with Digne, Senez,
Glandéves, Cimiez (Cemenelum), and Vence. The document is
an important source for reconstructing the administrative geog-
raphy of late Roman Gaul and helps confirm the official status of
cities such as Vence in Late Antiquity.

c. In the Roman administrative system, a civitas (plural civitates)
referred to an officially recognized territorial district organized
around a principal town. The term did not mean only the phys-
ical city itself, but rather the entire administrative unit, which
included the central urban settlement, the surrounding villages,
agricultural lands, and the population living within that territory.
Thus, when Roman administrative lists mention the civitas Ven-
ciensium, they are referring to the district governed from Vence,
not merely the town within its walls.

Each civitas functioned as a basic unit of local administration
within the Roman provincial system. While provincial governors
represented imperial authority at the regional level, the daily
management of taxation, local justice, maintenance of roads and
public works, and many civic responsibilities was carried out by
the local governing institutions of the civitas. These typically in-
cluded a municipal council (curia) composed of local elites and
a set of magistrates responsible for carrying out administrative
duties. Through this structure, Rome was able to govern large ter-
ritories efficiently by relying on established local administrative
centers.

The designation of a community as a civitas also indicated that
it was formally incorporated into the Roman political framework
as a recognized municipal entity. Depending on the region and
period, the inhabitants of a civitas might possess full Roman citi-
zenship, Latin rights, or locally adapted legal privileges integrated
into Roman law. In practical terms, therefore, a civitas was both a
territorial district and a civic community with defined adminis-
trative responsibilities, which explains why many of these Roman
civitates later became the seats of early Christian bishoprics, as
occurred in the case of Vence.

d. The term Alpes-Maritimes refers not to the modern French
departement, but to the ancient Roman province of Alpes Mariti-
mae. Blanc’s reference to the Notice des Provinces makes this clear,
since that late Roman administrative document lists the civitates
of the Roman province under that name. Although the modern
Alpes-Maritimes existed in 1877, its boundaries differed signifi-
cantly from those of the Roman province, and Blanc is employing
the contemporary French term simply as a translation of the an-
cient provincial designation.

e. Embrun is a historic Alpine town that served as the Roman
civitas of Ebrodunum and later became an important medieval
archbishopric.

f. When Blanc refers to Embrun as the metropolis, he is using the

term in its late Roman administrative sense to mean the provin-
cial capital of the Alpes Maritimae. In the Notitia Provinciarum
et Civitatum Galliae, Ebrodunum (Embrun) is designated as the
chief city of the province, where civil authority was centered and
from which the surrounding civitates were administered. The
term did not simply indicate size or population, but official status
as the capital; this prominence later carried into the ecclesiastical
hierarchy, when Embrun became an archiepiscopal see presiding
over subordinate dioceses.

g. Digne (today Digne-les-Bains) was the Roman civitas of the
Dinienses and later a medieval episcopal seat in Haute-Provence.

h. Briangonnet is a small mountain village that was once the site
of alate Roman civitas before declining in importance in the early
Middle Ages.

i. Senez was a Roman civitas and later a bishopric, now a small
village in the Alpes-de-Haute-Provence.

j. Glandéves (near modern Entrevaux) was an ancient civitas and
episcopal center that later gave way in prominence to nearby set-
tlements.

k. Castellane was a fortified settlement that replaced earlier cen-
ters in the region and became an episcopal town in the medieval
period.

1. Cimiez (Cemenelum), now part of Nice, was a major Roman
administrative center of the Alpes Maritimae province before be-
ing eclipsed by Nice in Late Antiquity.

m. Notice de lempire (Notice of the Empire) is a historical compi-
lation by the French scholar André Duchesne, who reproduced
late Roman administrative lists describing the organization of
provinces and their principal cities. The Latin line quoted in the
footnote is a shortened enumeration of the main administrative
cities belonging to the province, beginning with the metropolitan
capital and followed by the subordinate civitates.

The phrase “Metropolis, Civitas Ebrodunum” identifies Em-
brun (Ebrodunum) as the metropolitan city, meaning the ad-
ministrative and ecclesiastical capital of the province. The list
then names the other recognized city-districts: civitas Vapincum
(Gap), civitas Nicea (Nice), civitas Sanesio (Senez), civitas Glan-
dis (Glandevez), civitas Antipolis (Antibes), and civitas Vencio
(Vence). Each of these entries refers not only to the urban center
itself but to the surrounding administrative territory governed
from that city.

What this list shows is that, in the later Roman administra-
tive organization reflected by Duchesne’s source, certain earlier
cities had disappeared from the official provincial roster and had
been replaced by others, such as Nice and Antibes, while Vence
remained one of the recognized administrative centers of the
province. The citation therefore serves to demonstrate the contin-
ued administrative importance of Vence from late antiquity into
the period when ecclesiastical provincial structures were taking
shape, with Embrun functioning as the metropolitan seat over-
seeing the other episcopal cities.

n. During Roman times, Gap, then known as Vappincum, was
a modest Alpine civitas in the province of the Alpes Maritimae,
serving as a regional administrative and road center along routes
linking Italy and Gaul.

o. In Roman times, Nice was known as Nicaea and functioned
primarily as a coastal port settlement, while the main adminis-
trative center of the province was located inland at Cemenelum
(modern Cimiez). Founded by the Greeks of Massalia in the 4th
century BC and later incorporated into the Roman Empire, Ni-

caea developed as a modest commercial harbor serving regional
trade, but it did not initially rival Cemenelum in political impor-
tance. Only in Late Antiquity, as Cemenelum declined, did Nice
gradually emerge as the dominant urban center of the area.

p- In Roman times, Antibes, then known as Antipolis, was a pros-
perous coastal colony and trading port that served as an import-
ant maritime and commercial link between Italy and southern
Gaul.

q. The footnote explains that, among ancient writers, only Ptole-
my clearly mentions Vence by name in his Geography (Book III,
Chapter I), which is why Blanc states that “only a single ancient
author has cited Vence” The note then addresses a possible sec-
ond reference found in the Roman historian Dio Cassius, who, in
Book XXXVII, §47, mentions a city written in Greek as Obdevtiav
(transliterated roughly as Ouentian). At first glance, this name
might seem to correspond to Vence, since Greek authors often
rendered Latin place names phonetically in the Greek alphabet.

However, Blanc explains that he had previously demonstrat-
ed that this reference does not concern Vence but rather Valence
(Latin Valentia), whose name, when written in Greek pronuncia-
tion, could easily appear in a form similar to Ovevtiav.

r. An epigraphic monument is a physical object, most of-
ten stone, but sometimes metal or other durable material, that
bears an inscribed text. In the ancient world, such monuments
were used to record official decrees, dedications to gods, funer-
ary epitaphs, public honors, or building inscriptions. Because
the texts are carved directly into the material, they often survive
long after manuscripts have disappeared, making them especially
valuable to historians and archaeologists. In Roman contexts, an
epigraphic monument might be a milestone, altar, tombstone, or
commemorative slab that preserves names, dates, titles, and civic
information essential for reconstructing local history.

s. The historian Honoré Bouche (1599-1671), was a Provencal
scholar and cleric who wrote one of the earliest large-scale histor-
ical works devoted to the region. The abbreviated citation points
to his major work, Histoire générale de la Provence (General His-
tory of Provence), specifically to the section titled “Chorographie”

In early modern historical writing, the term chorographie
meant a descriptive geographical account of a region, usually
combining geography, history, antiquities, and descriptions of
towns. In this section, Bouche described the cities of Provence,
their origins, historical importance, monuments, and administra-
tive roles. When Blanc cites Bouche in connection with Vence,
he is referring to his description of the town in that geograph-
ical-historical section, where he comments on its significance
and antiquity based on the sources available in the seventeenth
century.

t. The historian Jean-Pierre Papon (1734-1803), was a member
of the Congregation of the Oratory (hence the designation “of the
Oratory”). He authored an important multi-volume work titled
Histoire de Provence (History of Provence), which, like earlier re-
gional histories, included sections devoted to the chorography of
the province—that is, descriptive accounts of its cities, territories,
and historical geography.

The abbreviation “Hist. de Prov. Chor.” indicates that Blanc is
citing the chorographical section of Papon’s history, where towns
such as Vence are described in terms of their historical develop-
ment, antiquities, and regional importance. By referencing Papon
alongside writers such as Honoré Bouche, Blanc is drawing on
earlier historical authorities who treated Vence as a city of consid-
erable significance in Roman and medieval Provence.
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Roman times it was much more considerable” Millin (1) (a),
and after him Bourquelot (2) (b), who copied him, claim that
Vence contained storehouses for the supply of the armies, and
that the Romans called it Ventium horreum Caesaris (c). I
leave to these authors, who support this with no sources, the
responsibility for their statement; but I note that they attribute
great importance to Vence. M. Bourguignat (3) (d) is even
more explicit: “As for Vencia or Ventium,” he says, “situated in a
charming position, ten kilometers from the sea, on a fertile hill-
side, sheltered from the north winds by the high rock walls that
dominate it, Roman colonists eventually flocked in crowds to
this land of flowers and sunshine; dwellings were built, temples
were raised, a forum and aqueducts were constructed there;
in short, this place, once almost deserted, became a populous
civitas with its full complement of decurions (e), priests, and
Roman magistrates (f)”

It was impossible that a city of such importance should be
lost among the mountains, connected only by paths to the great
Roman road that passed a few kilometers away, and reason
indicated that it was only necessary to search a little careful-
ly to find it. In 1869, M. Bourguignat, traveling through the
region from the paleontological and malacological points
of view (g), discovered, eight kilometers north of Vence, Ro-
man quarries at the bottom of which he found a milestone
still bearing its inscription, which mentioned a repair made
to a road by the emperor Caius Julius Verus Maximinus (h).
Which road was it? It could not have been the Via Aurelia
(i), which passed more than fifteen kilometers away, south of
Vence, and it was evident that the Romans had not come to
seek there stones that were abundant along the very course of
that road; it therefore became clear that a Roman road, un-
known until then, passed at that point. M. Bourguignat im-
mediately set about searching for its traces, and a few days
later, at Gréolieres (j), he discovered two other milestones
mentioning another repair made to the road by Caracalla (k).

1 Millin, Voy. dans les dép. du midi de la France, t. ITI .
2 Bourquelot, inscr. ant. de Nice, de Cimiez, etc. p. 12.
3 Bourguignat, inscr. rom de Vence.

a. Aubin-Louis Millin (1759-1818) was a French antiquarian,
archaeologist, and scholar who traveled extensively through
southern France documenting historical monuments, inscrip-
tions, ruins, and local antiquities. The abbreviated title stands
for Voyage dans les départements du midi de la France (Travels
through the Departments of Southern France), a multi-volume
travel and scholarly survey combining historical, archaeologi-
cal, and geographical observations.

The notation “t. III” means “tome III” (volume III), indi-
cating that the cited information appears in the third volume
of this work. In that volume, Millin discusses various towns of
Provence and the Mediterranean region, often describing Ro-
man remains, inscriptions, and historical traditions associated
with them. When the article cites Millin in connection with
Vence, it is referring to his observations or claims about the
town’s Roman importance, which later authors sometimes re-
peated or interpreted, as the article itself notes.

b. The French scholar Félix Bourquelot (1815-1868) was
known for studies in history, epigraphy, and antiquities. The
abbreviated title means Inscriptions anciennes de Nice, de
Cimiez, etc. (Ancient Inscriptions of Nice, Cimiez, etc.), a study
devoted to collecting and analyzing Roman inscriptions dis-
covered in the region around Nice, including Cimiez (ancient
Cemenelum) and neighboring localities.

Works of this type were important sources for nine-
teenth-century historians because Roman inscriptions provid-
ed direct archaeological evidence for the existence, status, and
administrative importance of ancient towns. By citing Bour-
quelot, Blanc is referring to an epigraphic authority whose
compilation of inscriptions was used to support historical in-
terpretations about places such as Vence and their role in the
Roman provincial system.

c. This sentence explains that two nineteenth-century scholars
made a specific historical claim about Roman Vence. It states
that Millin, and after him Bourquelot, who simply repeated
Millin’s statement, asserted that Vence contained storehouses
used for supplying Roman armies. According to them, the Ro-
mans supposedly referred to the town as Ventium horreum
Caesaris.

The Latin phrase horreum Ceesaris means “the granary (or
storehouse) of Caesar,” referring to imperial supply depots used
to store grain, provisions, and military equipment for Roman
forces. Thus, the claim is that Vence functioned as an imperial
storage center and was therefore known as “Ventium, the gra-
nary of Caesar” However, in the broader context of the article,
Blanc is expressing skepticism: he notes that these writers pro-
vide no supporting textual evidence for the claim and therefore
leaves them responsible for the assertion, while acknowledging
that their statement nevertheless reflects the widely held view
that Vence was an important Roman site.

d. The nineteenth-century scholar Jules-René Bourguignat
(1829-1892) was a French naturalist and antiquarian who
also conducted archaeological investigations in southeast-
ern France. The abbreviated citation stands for Inscriptions
romaines de Vence (Roman Inscriptions of Vence), a study in
which Bourguignat collected, described, and interpreted the
Latin inscriptions discovered in and around the town.
Publications of this type were important in nineteenth-cen-
tury historical research because Roman inscriptions (funerary
texts, dedications, milestones, and official monuments) pro-
vided direct archaeological evidence for the Roman presence,
administrative organization, and population of a locality. By
citing Bourguignat’s work, Blanc is referring to an epigraphic
source used to support conclusions about the Roman impor-

tance of Vence and the extent of Roman settlement and activity
in the area.

e. A Roman decurion (decurio) was a member of a city’s lo-
cal governing council (ordo decurionum) in the Roman Em-
pire, roughly comparable to a municipal senator or councilor.
Drawn from the local elite, decurions were responsible for
overseeing civic administration, public finances, tax collection,
and local public works, and the position carried both social
prestige and significant financial obligations. In the later Em-
pire, the office increasingly became a burdensome duty, as de-
curions were personally liable for ensuring that imperial taxes
were paid by their communities.

f. A Roman magistrate was a public official elected or appoint-
ed to exercise civil, judicial, or administrative authority within
the Roman state or a municipality. In Rome itself, magistracies
included offices such as consul, praetor, and quaestor, while in
provincial towns local magistrates (often duumviri or aediles)
oversaw justice, public order, markets, and civic works. Magis-
trates held defined terms of office, possessed varying degrees
of legal power (imperium in higher offices), and formed the
executive arm of Roman government at both the state and mu-
nicipal levels.

g. Bourguignat was exploring the region for scientific study
related to fossils and mollusks, rather than primarily for histor-
ical or archaeological purposes, and just happened to discover
Roman quarries and other artifacts. Paleontological refers to
paleontology, the study of ancient life through fossils—exam-
ining fossilized plants, animals, shells, and geological forma-
tions to understand past environments. Malacological refers
to malacology, the branch of zoology that studies mollusks,
such as snails, clams, and other shell-bearing animals. In the
nineteenth century, many naturalists traveled specifically to
collect shells and fossil specimens for classification.

h. Gaius Julius Verus Maximinus (reigned 235-238 CE), com-
monly called Maximinus Thrax, was a Roman emperor during
the turbulent period known as the Crisis of the Third Century,
when the empire experienced frequent military revolts, inva-
sions, and rapid changes of rulers.

He was born around 173 CE, probably in the Balkan region
(often associated with Thrace, hence the name Thrax, mean-
ing “the Thracian”), and rose from very modest origins. Unlike
most earlier emperors, he was not from the senatorial elite but
from a military background, gaining distinction for his phys-
ical strength, discipline, and success as an officer. In 235 CE,
after the assassination of Emperor Severus Alexander, the army
proclaimed Maximinus emperor, making him the first Roman
emperor whose power rested almost entirely on military sup-
port rather than on the Senate.

Maximinus spent nearly all of his reign campaigning on
the empire’s frontiers, especially along the Rhine and Danube,
where he led operations against Germanic tribes. Because he
rarely visited Rome and imposed heavy taxation to fund his
armies, he became extremely unpopular with the senatorial
class and urban populations. Several revolts broke out against
him, and in 238 CE, during what historians call the “Year of the
Six Emperors,” his own troops assassinated him while he was
besieging the city of Aquileia in northern Italy. Milestones re-
cording repairs to roads under his authority show that, despite
the instability of the period, the imperial administration con-
tinued to maintain infrastructure such as major roads through-
out the provinces.

i. The Via Aurelia was one of the principal Roman consular
roads running along the western coast of Italy and later extend-

ing into southern Gaul. It was originally constructed in 241
BCE by the Roman consul Gaius Aurelius Cotta, from whom
it took its name. At first the road connected Rome with Pisa,
following a coastal route that allowed Roman armies to move
quickly along the Tyrrhenian shoreline and maintain commu-
nications with newly controlled territories.

During the following centuries the road was progressively
extended northward. By the late Republic it reached Genua
(Genoa), and under the early empire—especially during the
reign of Augustus—its route was continued into Gaul, even-
tually connecting with the great coastal highway later known
as the Via Julia Augusta, which ran through the Maritime Alps
toward the Rhone valley. Together, these linked routes formed
a major strategic corridor joining Italy with southern Gaul and
Spain.

Like other Roman consular roads, the Via Aurelia was en-
gineered for durability and military efficiency. It was typically
built on a carefully prepared foundation of compacted layers of
stone and gravel, often paved with fitted stone blocks in heavily
traveled sections. Milestones (milliaria) were placed at regular
intervals to mark distances and to record repairs carried out
under particular emperors, which is why inscriptions men-
tioning road restorations, such as those cited in this article, are
valuable historical evidence.

Beyond its military function, the Via Aurelia played an
important economic role. It facilitated trade between Rome
and the coastal regions of Etruria, Liguria, and eventually
Provence, enabling the movement of agricultural products,
goods, and travelers. Even after the fall of the Western Roman
Empire, many stretches of the ancient road continued to be
used, and in several areas modern highways still follow parts
of its original alignment.

j. Gréolieres is a medieval hilltop village whose territory shows
evidence of Roman-era occupation, likely linked to rural settle-
ments and agricultural activity connected to the nearby civitas
of Vence.

k. Caracalla (reigned 198-217 CE), whose official name was
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, was a Roman emperor of the
Severan dynasty and the son of Emperor Septimius Severus.
The nickname “Caracalla” comes from a distinctive Gallic-style
hooded cloak (caracallus) that he frequently wore and popular-
ized among soldiers and civilians.

Caracalla became co-emperor with his father in 198 CE and
later ruled jointly with his younger brother Geta after their fa-
ther’s death in 211. The brothers’ rivalry quickly turned violent;
later that same year Caracalla arranged Geta’s murder and then
ordered a large-scale purge of his supporters, consolidating
power as sole emperor.

Caracalla was strongly oriented toward the army and spent

much of his reign campaigning along the Rhine, Danube, and
eastern frontiers. He invested heavily in military pay and in-
frastructure, which contributed to financial strain but ensured
loyalty from the troops. Several public works were also carried
out during his reign, including the famous Baths of Caracalla
in Rome, one of the largest and most elaborate bathing com-
plexes ever built in the Roman world. In provincial regions,
milestones and inscriptions often record road repairs or con-
struction undertaken under his authority, which is why his
name frequently appears on Roman milestones such as those
mentioned in this article.
In 217 CE, while campaigning in the East against the Parthians,
Caracalla was assassinated near Carrhae by a soldier acting in a
conspiracy organized by the Praetorian prefect Macrinus, who
then succeeded him as emperor.
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Upon his return to Paris, he published a study on this road,
which he named the Via Ventiana (a); he determined its di-
rection from Ventium to Saliniun (b) by studying its course
from Vence to the summit of the Cheiron (c). Since then, I have
reviewed this route and have proposed a few minor modifica-
tions.

BRANCH FROM CIMIEZ (d) TO AURIBEAU (e), PASSING THROUGH
VENCE

For along time it had already been known that a Roman road,
not mentioned in the itineraries, followed inland the same di-
rection as the Via Aurelia along the seacoast. This had even on
several occasions given rise to unfortunate misunderstandings;
certain archaeologists, having encountered milestones belong-
ing to this road, had attributed them to the Via Aurelia, whose
precise course was no longer clearly known.

In 1744, a Piedmontese scholar, Jean-Paul Ricolvi (f), redis-
covered in the valley of Laghet (g), near La Turbie (h), several
milestones on which the name of the road and its starting point
were engraved: the road was called the Via Julia Augusta, and
its starting point was the Trebbia (i). Ricolvi’s researches, in-
terrupted by the invasion of the Franco-Spanish armies, were
resumed from 1840 onward by Sir John Boileau (j), a wealthy
Englishman, who had several of the Laghet milestones trans-
ported at his own expense to the library of Nice. I transcribe
here the inscription from one of them:

M
IMP CAESAR. DIVI
TRAIANI PARTHICI F
DIVI NERVAE N.TRAIA
NVS. HADRIANVS AVG
PONT . MAX . TRIB. POT . IX
COS III VIAM IVLIAM
AVG A FLUMINE TREB
BIA . QVAE . VETUSTATE
INTERCIDERAT . SVA
PECVNIA . RESTITVIT
DCV (k)

a. Bourguignat writes about the Via Ventiana in his short book
Inscriptions romaines de Vence (Roman Inscriptions of Vence),
but I have been unable to find a separate “study” by him about
the road as Blanc implies.

b. Saliniun was a small Roman settlement in the Alpes Mariti-
mae, probably located near modern Castellane, that functioned
as a minor administrative or way-station center within the pro-
vincial network of civitates.

c. The Cheiron mountain range in southern France formed
part of the rugged interior of the Roman province of the Alpes
Maritimae, shaping local settlement patterns and serving as a
natural barrier above towns such as Vence and the surrounding
civitates.

d. Cemenelum (modern Cimiez, now a district of Nice) was an
important Roman city in the province of the Alpes Maritimae.
Founded as Cemenelum, it served for a time as the provincial
capital, housing administrative officials and military instal-
lations. The city stood at a strategic position overlooking the
coastal routes and the approaches to the Alpine passes, making
it a key administrative and logistical center in southeastern
Gaul. Today, significant remains survive at Cimiez, including
Roman baths, an amphitheater, and archaeological collections
that illustrate the city’s importance during the Roman period.

e. Auribeau-sur-Siagne is a small hilltop village in the
Alpes-Maritimes overlooking the Siagne River, west of Grasse
and inland from Cannes. Medieval in origin, it developed
around a fortified site whose castle ruins still crown the upper
village. The compact old town preserves narrow lanes, stone
houses, and defensive traces typical of Provengal perched set-
tlements. Historically agricultural, with olives and vines culti-
vated on surrounding terraces, Auribeau retains a quiet rural
character while remaining within reach of the Cote d’Azur
coast.

Ad Horrea is the Latin place-name associated with Auribeau
in Roman times. The term ad horrea means “at the granaries,”
referring to large public warehouses used for storing grain or
military supplies. In Roman road systems, stations were often
named after nearby landmarks, so Auribeau would have been a
settlement or stop beside imperial storehouses. Some scholars
believed the inland road through Auribeau was a secondary
branch of the Via Aurelia because it passed this supply depot,
strategically located away from the coast to reduce the risk of
pirate attacks.

f. Jean-Paul Ricolvi was an 18th-century Piedmontese scholar
and antiquarian known for his interest in the Roman past of
the Alpine regions, particularly the ancient road network link-
ing Italy and Gaul. Writing in the tradition of early modern
erudition, he examined classical sources, inscriptions, and lo-
cal remains in an effort to clarify the course of the Via Julia Au-
gusta and the administrative geography of the former province
of the Alpes Maritimae. His work reflects the scholarly spirit
of the period, combining textual analysis with topographical
observation, and contributed to later historical discussions of
Roman communications across the Maritime Alps.

g. Laghet is not historically a true town but rather a small ham-
let in the commune of La Trinité, best known for the Sanctuary
of Notre-Dame-de-Laghet; in Roman times it would have been,
at most, a rural settlement or transit point rather than an urban
center. The valley of Laghet occupies a narrow inland corridor
that likely saw Roman passage and rural occupation, forming
part of the secondary routes and agricultural hinterland con-
nected to the coastal settlements of the Alpes Maritimae.

h. La Turbie was a site of major strategic and symbolic impor-
tance in Roman times, dominating the coastal route between
Italy and Gaul along the Via Julia Augusta. Around 6 BC, Em-
peror Augustus erected the monumental Tropaeum Alpium
(Trophy of the Alps) there to commemorate his victory over
the Alpine tribes and the pacification of the region, marking
the consolidation of Roman control over the mountain passes.
Positioned high above the Mediterranean, La Turbie served
both as a powerful statement of imperial authority and as a
key point overseeing movement through the Maritime Alps,
reinforcing the integration of this frontier zone into the Roman
world.

i. The Trebbia is a river in northern Italy. It rises in the Li-
guria Apennines, then flows generally northward through the
regions of Liguria and Emilia-Romagna, eventually joining the
Po River near the city of Piacenza (Piacenza / Placentia in Ro-
man times). In Roman sources, references such as a flumine
Trebbia (“from the river Trebbia”) often indicate a starting
point for distances measured along a road, especially in in-
scriptions on milestones.

The Trebbia is historically important because several ma-
jor Roman routes passed through the Po Valley near Piacenza,
linking northern Italy to the Alpine passes and to routes lead-
ing toward Gaul. The river is also known for the Battle of the
Trebia (218 BCE), where Hannibal defeated the Roman army
during the Second Punic War.

j. Sir John Peter Boileau (1804-1869) was an English baronet,
antiquarian, and Fellow of the Royal Society who spent consid-
erable time on the Riviera during the mid-19th century. Like
many educated British residents wintering in Nice, he took a
strong interest in the classical remains of the former Roman
province of the Alpes Maritimae. Blancs remark refers to
Boileau’s role in having several Roman milestones discovered
near Laghet transported, at his own expense, to the municipal
library of Nice for preservation. His actions reflect a period
when private scholars and wealthy expatriates often played an
active role in collecting, safeguarding, and sometimes relocat-
ing archaeological finds in southeastern France.

k. Translation: Mile 605. The Emperor Caesar Trajan Hadrian
Augustus, son of the deified Trajan Parthicus, grandson of the
deified Nerva, supreme pontiff, holder of tribunician power
for the ninth time, consul for the third time, restored at his
own expense the Via Julia Augusta, which had fallen into ruin
through age, from the river Trebia.

This is a standard Roman milestone inscription record-
ing the repair of a road. The opening “M” (often expanded as
milia passuum) indicates the distance marker, and the closing
“DCV” (605) gives the number of Roman miles measured from
the road’s official starting point. In this case the distance is 605
Roman miles from the river Trebbia, which was considered the
origin point for that stretch of the Via Julia Augusta.

The long sequence of names and titles identifies the em-
peror responsible for the work: IMP CAESAR ... HADRI-
ANVS AVG — “Imperator Caesar Trajan Hadrian Augustus,”
the emperor Hadrian (reigned 117-138 CE). DIVI TRAIANI
PARTHICI F / DIVI NERVAE N — “son of the deified Tra-
jan Parthicus, grandson of the deified Nerva,” establishing his
dynastic legitimacy. PONT MAX — Pontifex Maximus (chief
priest). TRIB POT IX — holder of tribunician power for the
ninth time, which helps date the inscription (approximately
124/125 CE). COS I1I — consul for the third time.

The central statement, “VIAM IVLIAM AVG ... RESTIT-
VIT; declares that he “restored the Via Julia Augusta’, spec-
ifying that the road “had fallen into ruin through age” (quae

vetustate interciderat) and that the restoration was carried out
“at his own expense” (sua pecunia), a conventional formula
emphasizing imperial benefaction.

Such milestones were both practical markers and official
propaganda: they provided travelers with distance information
while simultaneously commemorating the emperor’s mainte-
nance of the empire’s infrastructure.
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The opinion most generally accepted is that this road, which
continued the Via Flaminia (a) running from Rome to Rimini
(b), branched off to join the Via Aemilia (c), from Rimini to
Piacenza (d), and descended again from the banks of the Treb-
bia through Dertonna (Tortona) (e¢) and Vada Sabatia (Vado)
(f) to Cemenelium, where it was at first believed to end. But
careful studies in the field soon demonstrated that, on the other
side of the Var (g), beginning at Auribeau, a road crossed the
Esterel (h) in a straight line, while the Via Aurelia continued to
follow the windings of the coast. This is now beyond doubt, and
the archaeological maps recently published mention the two
roads which, departing from Fréjus, proceed, the one by way of
Agay (i), La Sainte-Baume (j), where a milestone is found, La
Napoule (k) and Cannes (1), this being the Via Aurelia, and the
other by way of Notre-Dame de I’Estérel (m), where a mile-
stone once stood, now transferred to the former lodging, and
Auribeau; from there, most archaeologists lead it to Mougins
(n), or better to Notre-Dame-de-Vie (0), then to Vallauris
(p), which possesses a milestone, and finally to Golfe-Juan (q),
which almost all antiquarians now recognize as Aegitna (r),
the portus Oxybiorum of the Romans. And it was readily ac-
cepted that this was a duplicate of the Via Aurelia which passed
through Auribeau (Ad Horrea), where granaries and armories
were located, deliberately set at a distance from the sea in order
to avoid a sudden raid by pirates. But in that case it would have
been sufficient to place Ad Horrea in communication with Ae-
gitna, and it would not have been necessary to construct, across
the Esterel, a road whose establishment and maintenance, in
such rugged country, must have been costly and difficult.

In the month of January 1875, following excavations that I
had carried out in a Liguro-Roman castrum (s) on behalf of
the Société francaise d’archéologie (t), I discovered traces of a
Roman road between Vence and the Var, which gave rise in my
mind to the idea that the Via Julia Augusta might have contin-
ued as far as Vence and from there to Auribeau.

From that moment, I set myself eagerly to the search for this
section of the road; I traveled several times, on foot, over all the
territory extending between the Var and Fréjus (u), carefully
noting the slightest Roman remains that I encountered there.

a. The Via Flaminia was one of the principal Roman consular
roads connecting Rome with Ariminum (modern Rimini) on
the Adriatic coast. Constructed in 220 BCE by the censor Gaius
Flaminius, the road crossed the Apennine Mountains through
central Italy, providing a direct strategic corridor between
Rome and the northern regions of the peninsula. It played a
crucial military role by enabling the rapid movement of troops
during Roman expansion and later became an important com-
mercial route linking Rome with northern Italy and the Po Val-
ley. Carefully engineered with bridges, paving, and tunnels in
difficult terrain, the Via Flaminia remained in continuous use
for centuries, and portions of its course still influence modern
road alignments in Italy today.

b. Rimini is a historic coastal city in northeastern Italy on
the Adriatic Sea, located in the region of Emilia-Romagna.
Founded by the Romans in 268 BCE as Ariminum, it became
an important military colony and a major road junction where
several important Roman highways, including the Via Flamin-
ia and the Via Aemilia, met. Because of this strategic position,
Rimini served as a key gateway between central Italy and the
northern plains. Today the city is known both for its well-pre-
served Roman monuments, such as the Arch of Augustus and
the Tiberius Bridge, and for its long sandy beaches that make it
one of Italy’s major seaside resorts.

c. The Via Aemilia was a major Roman consular road con-
structed in 187 BCE by the consul Marcus Aemilius Lepidus,
from whom it took its name. The road ran across the fertile Po
Valley, connecting Ariminum (Rimini) on the Adriatic coast
to Placentia (Piacenza) in northern Italy, and linking several
important Roman colonies along its route. Built to facilitate
military movement, administrative control, and trade, the Via
Aemilia became one of the principal east-west corridors of
northern Italy. Many modern cities such as Bologna (Bononia),
Modena (Mutina), and Parma developed along its line, and the
road’s route still strongly influences the region’s modern trans-
portation network.

d. Piacenza, in Emilia-Romagna on the Po River, was founded
by Rome in 218 BCE as the colony Placentia. It served as a stra-
tegic military base guarding access to the Po Valley and later
became a major road junction, marking the western end of the
Via Aemilia and linking routes toward the Alps and Gaul. Its
position on key transport and trade corridors ensured its con-
tinued importance in antiquity and the Middle Ages.

e. Tortona (ancient Dertona) is a historic city in Piedmont,
northern Italy. Founded as a Roman colony in the 2nd century
BCE, it stood at a strategic junction of roads linking the Po Val-
ley with Liguria and routes toward Gaul. This position made
it an important military and commercial center controlling
communications between northern Italy and the coast. Roman
roads, inscriptions, and archaeological remains attest to its sig-
nificance in antiquity.

f. Vado Ligure (ancient Vada Sabatia) was a Roman coast-
al settlement in Liguria near modern Savona. It served as an
important harbor and stop along the coastal route linking
northern Italy with Gaul, supporting both trade and military
logistics. Positioned between maritime and overland routes,
it functioned as a transit point for movement between the Po
Valley, the Ligurian coast, and the western provinces. Archae-
ological remains confirm its role as a modest but strategically
significant Roman port.

g. The Var River is a major river of southeastern France that
rises in the Alps and flows south into the Mediterranean be-
tween Nice and Saint-Laurent-du-Var. In antiquity, it marked

the eastern boundary of Roman Gallia Narbonensis, making
it a significant geographic and political frontier between Gaul
and the Italian territories beyond the Alps. Although today it
lies almost entirely within the Alpes-Maritimes department,
the river long retained symbolic importance as a historic
boundary, frequently cited in ancient sources describing mil-
itary movements between Gaul and Italy.

h. Massif de I'Esterel is a rugged volcanic mountain range
along the Mediterranean coast between Cannes and Saint-Ra-
phaél, distinguished by its striking red porphyry rock, steep
wooded slopes, and dramatic coastal cliffs overlooking the sea.

i. Agay, located on a sheltered bay beneath the Estérel mas-
sif, lay close to the Roman colony of Forum Julii (Fréjus). In
Roman times it likely served as a small anchorage or coastal
stop along the maritime and land routes running east-west.
The difficult terrain of the Estérel meant that Roman engineers
had to carefully trace the road through this sector, making the
area significant in discussions of the Via Julia Augusta’s course.

j. The Massif de la Sainte-Baume is a limestone mountain
range in Provence, named for the “holy cave” traditionally
associated with Mary Magdalene. Its north-facing slope pre-
serves a rare, dense beech forest, giving it an almost alpine
character. In Roman times, the area formed part of Gallia Nar-
bonensis. Although there is no clear evidence of a Roman sanc-
tuary at the cave, the region lay near important roads linking
Massilia, Aquae Sextiae, and the interior. The mountain likely
functioned as a natural landmark rather than a major Roman
center, gaining its strong religious signiﬁcance in the early
Christian period.

k. La Napoule, at the mouth of the Siagne River, marked a nat-
ural crossing point on the coastal route in Roman Provence.
Though small, it likely functioned as a minor stopping place
or waypoint along the road system connecting Forum Julii
(Fréjus) to Antipolis (Antibes). Its position at a river mouth
would have made it useful for communications and movement
of goods along both land and coastal routes.

1. In Roman times, the site of Cannes was not yet the promi-
nent town it would later become, but it lay within the territory
of Romanized Ligurian peoples after the conquest of the region
in the 2nd century BCE. The nearby hill of Le Suquet likely
hosted early settlement, and the area benefited from its coast-
al position along routes linking Italy to Massalia (Marseille).
While not a major Roman urban center, Cannes occupied a
strategic stretch of shoreline close to the line of the future Via
Aurelia and Via Julia Augusta.

m. The historic site referred to in 19th-century texts as No-
tre-Dame de I'Estérel is generally identified with the present
Notre-Dame d’Afrique, located in the Estérel massif above
Agay (near Saint-Raphaél). The original chapel known as No-
tre-Dame de I'Estérel stood along the old inland route crossing
the Estérel and served as a landmark for travelers using that
road. In the early 20th century (1909-1910), the present chapel
was rebuilt and dedicated under the name Notre-Dame d’Af-
rique, which is the name used today.

n. Mougins, perched inland above the coastal plain, lay within
the territory of Roman Antipolis. During the Roman period
it would have formed part of the rural landscape dotted with
villas and agricultural estates that supported the coastal towns.
While no major Roman monuments dominate the site today,
its elevated position reflects the strategic and agricultural
patterns typical of Roman settlement in the Alpes-Maritimes
region.

o. Notre-Dame-de-Vie is located just west of Mougins, in the
Alpes-Maritimes, roughly between Cannes and Grasse, and
therefore in the same general region discussed in this article.
The site consists of a historic chapel and surrounding rural
estate situated on a hill overlooking the valley of the Brague.
Because of its elevated position near the traditional inland pas-
sage linking Antibes, Mougins, Opio, and the interior routes
toward Auribeau and Fréjus, it often appears in archaeological
discussions of possible Roman road alignments across this part
of Provence. In later centuries the area remained an important
local landmark, and in modern times it is also known as the
place where Pablo Picasso lived during the final years of his life.

p. In Roman antiquity, Vallauris lay inland from the coast
near Antipolis (modern Antibes), within a region that became
increasingly Romanized after the conquest of Ligurian tribes.
Though not a major Roman city, the area shows evidence of
rural occupation and pottery production traditions that echo
practices established in antiquity. Its proximity to Antipolis
suggests it formed part of the agricultural hinterland supplying
that important coastal municipium.

q. Golfe-Juan is a small coastal town between Cannes and An-
tibes on the Mediterranean shore of the Alpes-Maritimes. Its
sheltered bay has long offered a natural anchorage, making it
attractive to sailors since antiquity. Although definitive proof
is lacking, the bay’s geography and nearby Roman road align-
ments suggest it may have served as a coastal landing place
connected to inland routes of Gallia Narbonensis.

r. Many earlier scholars believed that the modern coastal town
of Golfe-Juan corresponds to the ancient Roman site of Ae-
gitna, described in classical sources as the portus Oxybiorum
(“port of the Oxybii”). The Oxybii were a Ligurian tribe living
along this stretch of Mediterranean coast before and during the
early Roman period. Although ancient authors mention their
harbor, its precise location later became uncertain. Based on
geography, archaeological finds, and the alignment of Roman
roads reaching the coast, many nineteenth-century scholars
identified Golfe-Juan as the likely site of ancient Aegitna.

s. A castrum is a Roman fortified enclosure or military camp,
typically rectangular in plan with defensive walls and orga-
nized internal streets. The term can also refer more broadly to
a permanent fortified settlement of Roman origin.

t. The Société frangaise d’archéologie, founded in 1834 by Ar-
cisse de Caumont, is dedicated to the study and preservation
of France’s architectural and archaeological heritage, especial-
ly medieval monuments. It played a key role in documenting
churches, abbeys, and historic sites during the 19th-century
revival of interest in national patrimony, helping shape mod-
ern approaches to conservation. The Society continues today,
publishing works such as the Bulletin monumental and orga-
nizing scholarly activities..

u. Fréjus, known in Roman times as Forum Julii, was founded
by Julius Caesar in 49 BC and became one of the most import-
ant Roman ports on the Mediterranean coast of Gaul. Estab-
lished as a colony for veterans, it developed into a major naval
base and commercial center, strategically positioned between
Ttaly and Spain. The city was endowed with impressive monu-
ments, including an amphitheatre, theatre, aqueduct, and forti-
fied harbor, many of which survive today. In the early imperial
period, Forum Julii rivaled Massalia (Marseille) in regional
importance and played a key role in Roman military and mar-
itime operations in southern Gaul.
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I leave to our learned colleague, M. Germain (a), the task of
describing the road from La Turbie to Cimiez; he will certainly
accomplish it far better than I could myself. I shall take it up
only at the ford of the Var located two kilometers downstream
from Gattiéres (b); this is the only point where this river is
always fordable; now, since no trace of a bridge is found, it is
probable that it was at this point that the road crossed the Var.

What makes this probability almost a certainty is that I found
again on the right bank, precisely opposite the ford, a section
of roadway running from east to west, bordered by a series of
tombs, from which I recovered numerous Gallo-Roman ob-
jects, medals, so-called Samian pottery (c), and several lach-
rymatories (d).

At this place the road had a width of 3.50 meters and formed
a strip along which the tombs were arranged perpendicular to
its axis. Nearby, I uncovered ancient substructures which, by
their form, seem to me capable of being attributed to the ruins
of one of those sanctuaries dedicated to the local divinities of
the region through which the road passed. These kinds of small
temples usually lined the roads.

From this point, the road exists almost intact up to the foot of
the village of Saint-Jeannet (e), located nearly five kilometers
from there; but along this entire stretch it is covered by a layer
of topsoil varying between 40 and 60 centimeters in thickness,
soil carried down by the rains from the hillsides that dominate
it, as a result of their complete deforestation. This is what I veri-
fied through a series of soundings. Along this route, everywhere
I rediscovered the Roman roadway, it was made of a very hard
crust composed of rubble, fragments of tiles and bricks, and
slag, with an average thickness of 40 centimeters; it could be
lifted out in enormous blocks measuring up to one square me-
ter, sometimes even more. This conglomerate resists the action
of atmospheric agents very well and acquires very great hard-
ness. (1) Between Saint-Jeannet and Vence, I again find the road

1 The Julian road ought to have been paved, but since the construction of the
Via Aurelia, this road was abandoned and used as a diversiculum, that is to say, a
secondary road serving to place Ventium and Cemenelium in communication.

a. M. Germain is almost certainly Alexandre Germain
(1815-1876), a French historian, archivist, and archaeologist
who worked extensively on the ancient geography and Roman
roads of southern France. Germain was archivist of the dépar-
tement of the Hérault and an active member of several learned
societies devoted to archaeology and historical geography. He
published numerous studies on Roman routes, inscriptions,
and ancient settlements in Provence and neighboring regions.
Because of his recognized expertise in Roman road systems,
Blanc refers to him as “our learned colleague” and leaves to him
the detailed description of the section of road between La Tur-
bie and Cimiez, implying that Germain had already studied, or
was preparing to publish research on, that portion of the route.

b. Gattiéres is a hilltop village overlooking the Var valley whose
territory shows evidence of Roman-era occupation, including
scattered remains of rural villas, agricultural installations, and
funerary material linked to the nearby civitas of Vence and the
road networks connecting the coast with the Alpine interior.
Although not a Roman town in its own right, the area formed
part of the cultivated hinterland of the province of the Alpes
Maritimae, benefiting from fertile land and proximity to routes
running along the Var corridor, which served as an important
axis between Italy and Gaul.

c. Samian pottery (often called Samian ware in older English
scholarship) refers to a type of fine Roman tableware made of
red, glossy ceramic, widely produced and distributed across
the Roman Empire from about the 1st century BCE to the 3rd
century CE.

The name “Samian” is historical rather than precise. Early
antiquarians believed this pottery came from the Greek is-
land of Samos, but modern archaeology has shown that most
examples were actually manufactured in large workshops in
Gaul (especially southern and central France) and other parts
of the empire. For this reason, modern scholars often use the
term terra sigillata (“stamped clay”), because many pieces bear
stamped maker’s marks or decorative relief patterns.

This pottery was considered high-quality tableware in Ro-
man society and is frequently found in archaeological excava-
tions of Roman settlements, villas, cemeteries, and roadside
sites. When Blanc mentions “so-called Samian pottery,” it is
referring to these recognizable red-gloss Roman ceramic ves-
sels, whose presence is often used by archaeologists to identify
Roman-period occupation or activity at a site.

d. Lachrymatory (from Latin lacrima, “tear”) is an old anti-
quarian term used to describe small glass or ceramic vessels
frequently found in Roman graves. Nineteenth-century schol-
ars believed these containers were used to collect the tears
of mourners during funerary ceremonies, hence the name
“tear-bottles”

Modern archaeology, however, has shown that this inter-
pretation is unlikely. These vessels were more probably small
perfume or ointment bottles (unguentaria) placed in burials
as offerings, containing oils, perfumes, or aromatic substances
used in funeral rituals. Despite the revised interpretation, the
traditional term “lachrymatory” continued to appear in older
archaeological writings, including nineteenth-century descrip-
tions.

e. Saint-Jeannet is a perched village at the foot of the Baou
de Saint-Jeannet whose surrounding territory preserves trac-
es of Roman rural occupation, including agricultural terraces
and scattered finds consistent with villa life tied to the civitas of
Vence. Although it was not an urban center in antiquity, its po-
sition above the Var corridor placed it within the agricultural

and communications network of the Roman Alpes Maritimae,
linking the inland settlements to the coastal route and the Via
Julia Augusta.
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beginning at the place called Les Pioliers (a), from where it
heads toward Vence, passing by the Fort Carré (b), an old en-
closure of large blocks now destroyed, and entering the city by
way of the Saint-Michel plateau (c).

If any milestones still exist along this route, they may be
found between the Var and Saint-Jeannet, where they may be
buried like the road itself; but it would be useless to search for
them between Les Pioliers and Vence, because the road was
used in the Middle Ages as a route of communication and, as
such, paved several times. Now, paving stones are found only
much farther away, which leads me to believe that, like the en-
closure of large blocks, these milestones were broken up for its
maintenance. Numerous Roman antiquities are found along
this route, notably at Les Pioliers, where I have recorded traces
of a Roman villa.

From Vence, the road crossed the woods of La Conque (d),
where I found a funerary inscription; it ran along the forest of
Les Sines (¢), which the Romans cultivated, passed by ancient
quarries whose exploitation has since been resumed, and in
which new vestiges of Roman occupation are discovered every
day, and followed roughly the old path now called the Chemin
des Sines (f), along which I recorded, three kilometers from
Vence, a funerary inscription and farther on numerous tombs
accompanied by fragments of amphorae (g) and slag (h). From
this point to the foot of Tourrettes-les-Vence (i), where there is
an enclosure of large blocks, it is difficult to follow its traces, so
much has cultivation changed the appearance of the country-
side. From Tourrettes, the road descended directly into the val-
ley of the Loup (j), which it crossed below the old bridge, then
went to Opio (k), where I found a Roman inscription, cippi (1),
stelae (m), and the ruins of a Roman castrum in small masonry;,
which leads me to believe that the Roman name of this locality
was oppidum. From Opio the road went directly to Auribeau,
crossing the valleys of the Brague (n) at its source, the Moura-
chonne (0), and finally the plains of Lavals (p).

The section between Opio and Auribeau is so extensively
cultivated that it is impossible to find any trace of the ancient
road; but between Opio and Tourrettes several stretches of an

a. Les Pioliers is a small rural locality situated between
Saint-Jeannet and Vence, on the slope descending toward
the Cagne valley. Historically the name refers not to a village
proper but to a cluster of agricultural lands and scattered farm
buildings along the traditional inland route linking the Var
crossing near Gattieres to Vence. Because this corridor has
long served as a natural passage between the coast and the in-
terior, archaeological surveys have identified traces of ancient
occupation in the surrounding area, including remains inter-
preted as Roman rural installations (possibly a villa site) and
segments of ancient roadway reused in later periods.

In nineteenth-century archaeological literature, Les Pioliers
is frequently mentioned because researchers believed that por-
tions of a Roman road alignment could still be detected there
beneath later agricultural soils and medieval paths. Even today
the locality retains a semi-rural character, with terraces, old
paths, and scattered habitation reflecting a long continuity of
land use along this historic route between Saint-Jeannet and
Vence.

b. Fort Carré in Vence (not to be confused with the famous fort
in Antibes) appears to have been an ancient stone enclosure
whose physical remains had already disappeared by the late
nineteenth century. It was likely one of the protohistoric dry-
stone structures known in the Alpes-Maritimes as castellaras—
rough defensive or pastoral enclosures built from substantial
unmortared stones. Although no visible ruins survive today,
the name has endured in local toponymy, particularly in the
Sainte-Colombe sector of Vence, where Chemin du Fort Carré
preserves its memory. The site seems to have been significant
enough to attract antiquarian attention in the 1800s, suggest-
ing it was once a recognizable landmark, even if already largely
dismantled by that period.

c. The Saint-Michel plateau in Vence is a broad, elevated area
overlooking the old town, long valued for its strategic posi-
tion and open terrain. Archaeological evidence indicates oc-
cupation there in antiquity, including traces of Roman rural
settlement likely connected to the civitas of Vence and its sur-
rounding agricultural domain. Its commanding views over the
valley and access to inland routes would have made it a logical
site for habitation and cultivation during the Roman period,
while in later centuries it continued to serve as a significant
zone on the outskirts of the historic town. Today it is home to
the Vence stade.

d. A wooded hollow on the eastern side of Vence, now the Parc
de la Conque area near the Chemin du Calvaire. The name La
Conque (from Provengal conca, meaning a hollow or basin)
designates a natural bowl-shaped depression covered histori-
cally with woodland. In Blanc’s time (late 19th century), this
would have been open countryside outside the town walls,
wooded terrain through which paths climbed toward the pla-
teau above Vence. When he says “les bois de la Conque,” he is
not describing a formal forest but a recognized rural locality
(lieu-dit) known by that name. The fact that he reports find-
ing a funerary inscription there suggests the presence of scat-
tered Roman material in that sector, which he interpreted as
supporting his proposed line of the Via Julia Augusta leaving
Vence in that direction.

e. A wooded plateau east of Vence known today simply as
Les Sines, a long-established rural district stretching between
Vence and Tourrettes-sur-Loup. Historically this area consisted
of mixed woodland and cultivated clearings, typical Mediter-
ranean terrain of pine, oak, and scrub, interspersed with ag-
ricultural terraces and stone walls. In Blanc’s time, Les Sines
was still largely countryside, and his remark that “the Romans

cultivated” it reflects the long-recognized presence of Roman
agricultural activity in that sector, supported by discoveries of
inscriptions, tombs, amphora fragments, and quarrying traces.
Rather than a dense, continuous forest in the modern sense, “la
forét des Sines” in historical usage designates this broad wood-
ed-agricultural plateau forming one of the principal eastern
approaches out of Vence.

f. The Chemin des Sines is an old rural route leaving Vence
toward the west and crossing the plateau district known as Les
Sines. Long before modern road layouts, it functioned as one
of the natural lines of movement out of the town toward Tour-
rettes-sur-Loup and the inland valleys. Topographically, the
Chemin des Sines makes practical sense as an ancient line of
travel. It climbs gradually from Vence onto a workable plateau
rather than descending sharply into ravines, making it suitable
for carts, livestock movement, and sustained cultivation.

g. An amphora was a large, two-handled pottery container
used throughout the Greek and Roman worlds to store and
transport goods such as wine, olive oil, garum (fish sauce),
and sometimes grain. They typically had a narrow neck, two
vertical handles, and a pointed or rounded base designed to
be set into sand, racks, or ship holds. Fragments of amphorae
found along the Chemin des Sines would indicate Roman-pe-
riod activity in that area—possibly agricultural production,
trade movement along a road, habitation, or funerary practices
(since amphorae were sometimes reused in burials). They serve
as material evidence supporting the presence of Roman occu-
pation or traffic in the Les Sines sector.

h. Slag is the glassy, stone-like waste material left over from
metal smelting or forging. When ore is heated in a furnace to
extract metal (such as iron, lead, or copper), the non-metallic
impurities separate and fuse into a hardened residue — that
residue is slag. It often appears as dark, irregular, porous lumps,
sometimes with a bubbled or vitrified surface. In an archae-
ological context, the presence of slag indicates metallurgical
activity nearby, either smelting (extracting metal from ore)
or secondary metalworking (refining or shaping metal). Rural
Roman zones frequently combined farming, quarrying, and
small-scale metalworking, especially where tools, nails, fittings,
or construction materials were needed locally.

i. Tourrettes-sur-Loup (once known as Tourrettes-les-Vence)
is a medieval hilltop village overlooking the Loup valley whose
surrounding territory shows evidence of Roman-era rural oc-
cupation, including agricultural terraces and scattered archae-
ological finds linked to the nearby civitas of Vence. Although
not itself a Roman urban center, the site lay within the cultivat-
ed hinterland of the Alpes Maritimae, benefiting from fertile
slopes and proximity to routes that connected the inland val-
leys to the coastal axis of the Via Julia Augusta.

j. The Loup River is a coastal river in southeastern France that
rises in the Préalpes and flows south through a deep, scenic val-
ley before entering the Mediterranean near Villeneuve-Loubet.
The Loup valley has long served as a natural corridor between
the Alpine interior and the coast, shaping settlement patterns
from antiquity onward, with evidence of Roman rural occu-
pation and agricultural activity along its slopes. Its dramatic
gorges, fertile terraces, and strategic position made it both a
defensible landscape and a productive hinterland linked to
nearby Roman civitates such as Vence and Antipolis.

k. Opio is a small Provencal town in the Alpes-Maritimes, situ-
ated between Grasse and Chateauneuf-Grasse and a short drive
west of Vence. Occupied since antiquity, the area shows evi-
dence of Roman presence, and in the Middle Ages it developed

around a fortified hilltop settlement whose ruins still overlook
the surrounding countryside. Opio is particularly known for its
long tradition of olive cultivation; the local olive mill (Moulin
d’Opio) reflects a heritage that stretches back centuries. Today
the commune combines residential areas, agricultural land,
and patches of woodland, retaining the character of a historic
rural settlement within the hinterland of the Cote dAzur.

1. A cippi is a small, usually cylindrical or rectangular stone
markers used in the Roman world as boundary stones, funer-
ary monuments, or commemorative markers. They often bear
inscriptions and were commonly set along roads, property
lines, or in burial areas.

m. Steleas are upright stone slabs carved or inscribed for com-
memorative purposes, most often funerary. Roman stelae typ-
ically display the name of the deceased and sometimes relief
carvings depicting the person or symbolic motifs.

n. The valleys of the Brague refer to the wooded river valleys
carved by the Brague River and its tributaries between Val-
bonne, Biot, and Opio. The river flows south toward the Medi-
terranean near Antibes, cutting through limestone terrain and
forming a landscape of shaded gorges, riparian woodland, and
agricultural clearings. Much of the area is today protected as
the Parc naturel départemental de la Brague, preserving both
its ecological richness and traces of historic activity such as old
mills, irrigation channels, and rural paths that once linked in-
land settlements to the coast.

o. The Mourachonne is a small watercourse that rises near
the Grasse/Opio area and flows southward toward Mandelieu
before reaching the Siagne. Like many Provencal toponyms
formed with the suffix -onne, the name designates a modest
river or ravine rather than a major valley.

p. The low-lying agricultural flats in the sector historically
known as Lavals (from Provengal val / vals, meaning “valley”
or “low ground”). Rather than a formal commune, the term
designates a locality, a stretch of relatively open, cultivable land
situated between the inland plateaus (Opio-Valbonne-Grasse
area) and the river corridors such as the Brague or Siagne.
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old path are still found, with interruptions and numerous traces
of the passage of the Romans.

Although neither the itineraries (a) nor the Peutinger Table
(b) mentions this road, it is, in my opinion, the oldest route
of communication that existed between Gaul and Italy. In
it I recognize that ancient road which, according to Aristot-
le (c), Diodorus Siculus (d), Silius Italicus (¢), Dio Cassius
(f), etc. (1) (g), Hercules (h) traced across the Alps, which no
one had crossed before him. Indeed, if one reads these vari-
ous authors carefully, one will see that their descriptions can
only apply very well to this road; whereas they become unac-
ceptable if one tries to apply them to the Via Aurelia, which,
following the coastline, does not allow for expressions such as
Scindentem nubes frangentemque ardua montis (i), used by
Silius Italicus. I can also cite a passage from Polybius (2) (j) in
which this road is implicitly indicated: it states that the con-
sul Opimius descended from Piacenza following this direction
when, 155 years before J.-C., he received from the Senate the
order to move rapidly to the defense of the Massaliote settle-
ments (k), attacked by the Deciates (1) and the Oxybii (m).

Caesar (3) (n) recounts that, after having defeated Petrei-
us (0) and Afranius (p), lieutenants of Pompey (q) in Spain,
he sent back their legions under the command of Q. Rufi-
us Calenus (r), who led them through Gallia Narbonensis
(s) as far as the banks of the Var, where he disbanded them.
Cicero (4) (t) informs us that the armies of Lepidus (u)

1'Ex tij¢ Trakiag gaotv €wg tiic Kehtikiig kai KeAtolybwv kai IBripwv elvat
Ttva 0o8ov HpdrAetav kalovpévny... Aristot. de mirab. auscultat., c. LXXXVL
Hercules, in Italiam tendens, iterque per Alpes faciens, ita difficilem aditu, As-
peramque viam stravit, ut postea, exercitibus cum jumentis impedimentisque
facile iter esset. Diodore de Sicile, 1. V

Primus inexpertas adiit Thyrintius arces

Scindentem nubes frangentemque ardua montis

Spectarunt Superi, longisque aborigine sceclis

Intemerata gradu, magna vi, saxa domantem.
(Sillius Italicus)

Primam viam Thebanus Hercules... prope Maritimos composuit Alpes.
Amm. Marc., 1. XV.

2 'O 8¢ Koivrog ovvabpoicas tag Suvapélg eig v t@v ITAakevtivwy
TOALY, Kal TOINoAUeVog TNV Topelay Sid TV *Amevvivwy OpdV NKEV €1G TOVG
O&vProvg. Polyb. lib. xxxii. leg. cxxxiv, VIIL bell. cum. Ligur.

3 Caes. de bell. Civil,, lib. I.

4 Cic. Ep. fam,, lib. X, litt. 34 et 35, ordre nouveau, lett. 854 et 870

a. The surviving Roman Itineraria are official route lists that re-
corded the principal roads of the Empire by naming towns and
giving the distances between them. The most important of these is
the Itinerarium Antonini (Antonine Itinerary), compiled in the 3rd
century, which functions as a kind of administrative road register
rather than a map. Another related document is the Itinerarium
Burdigalense (Bordeaux Itinerary), a 4th-century pilgrim’s route
from Gaul to the Holy Land. These itineraries were key sources for
nineteenth-century scholars reconstructing Roman roads.

b. The Peutinger Table (Tabula Peutingeriana) is a medieval copy of
a late Roman road map, probably based on an original compiled in
the 4th or 5th century. Rather than a geographically accurate map,
it is a long, schematic scroll depicting the principal roads of the
Roman Empire, with towns, staging posts, and distances arranged
along linear routes stretching from Britain across Gaul and Italy to
the Near East. In nineteenth-century scholarship it was considered
one of the chief documentary sources for reconstructing Roman
communications.

c. In nineteenth-century scholarship, references to the famous phi-
lospher Aristotle in discussions of early western routes often drew
on writings later considered pseudo-Aristotelian. Blanc is invok-
ing a classical mytho-historical tradition about Hercules tracing
a route across the Alps, rather than citing concrete historical ev-
idence of an engineered road.

d. Diodorus Siculus was a Greek historian of the 1st century BC
best known for his Bibliotheca Historica, a vast universal history
in forty books covering mythic times to his own era. Drawing on
earlier Greek and Roman sources, he preserved valuable traditions
about the western Mediterranean, including accounts of Hercules
and early transalpine routes.

e. Silius Italicus (1st century AD) was a Roman senator and epic
poet, author of the Punica, a long Latin poem on the Second Punic
War. In recounting Hannibal’s Alpine crossing, he incorporated
mythological material, including traditions linking Hercules to
early passages through the Alps.

f. Dio Cassius (c. 155-235 AD) was a Roman senator and historian
who wrote an extensive Roman History in Greek, covering Rome
from its legendary foundations to the 3rd century. His work pre-
serves numerous earlier traditions, including references to heroic
and early movements across the Alpine regions.

g. “They say that from Italy as far as the land of the Celts and the
Celtoligurians and the Iberians there is a certain road called the
Heraclean Road...” — This passage (from the pseudo-Aristotelian
On Marvelous Things Heard) refers to a legendary route known as
the “Heraclean Road,” linking Italy with Celtic and Iberian territo-
ries — a mythic attribution of a transalpine or transwestern route
to Hercules.

“Hercules, journeying toward Italy and making his way through
the Alps, paved a route so difficult of access and so rough that af-
terward armies with pack animals and baggage could pass easily”
— Diodorus presents Hercules as transforming a wild mountain
passage into a usable road, a mythic explanation for later military
crossings.

“The Tirynthian (Hercules) was the first to approach those
untrodden heights; The gods looked on as he cleft the clouds and
broke the steep mountain; For long ages untouched by mortal step,
With mighty force he subdued the rocks” — This is epic poetry by
Silius Italicus describing Hercules as the first to conquer the Alpine
heights, emphasizing grandeur and myth rather than engineering
detail.

“The Theban Hercules first constructed a road near the Mari-
time Alps” — Ammianus (4th century AD) explicitly states that
Hercules made the first road near the Maritime Alps — the very
region relevant to Blanc’s argument about southern Alpine routes

between Gaul and Italy.

In this footnote Blanc is assembling classical literary testimony
to support the idea of an extremely ancient transalpine route —
one mythically attributed to Hercules — especially in the region
of the Maritime Alps, which geographically corresponds to the
corridor between Provence and northern Italy. He is not claiming
Hercules literally engineered a Roman road; rather, he is arguing
that classical tradition preserves memory of a very early line of
passage across the Alps, which he believes corresponds to the route
he is reconstructing.

h. The Hercules Blanc refers to is the mythic hero Hercules (Greek
Heracles), whose legendary western journey was said to have tak-
en him across southern Gaul and over the Alps while driving the
cattle of Geryon during one of his Labors. Classical authors such as
Diodorus Siculus and Silius Italicus describe Hercules opening or
traversing an Alpine passage before any known historical crossing,
thereby establishing a primordial route between Italy and Gaul. In
antiquity this tradition served to explain the existence of early tran-
salpine communications and to attach heroic prestige to important
mountain passes.

i. “Clefting the clouds and breaking the steep heights of the moun-
tain.”

j. Polybius (c. 200-118 BC) was a Greek historian born in Mega-
lopolis in Arcadia who became one of the most important chroni-
clers of Romess rise to power. Taken to Rome as a political hostage
after the Roman conquest of Greece, he developed close ties with
leading Roman families and gained firsthand knowledge of Roman
institutions and military campaigns. His major work, The Histories,
originally in forty books, describes how Rome came to dominate
the Mediterranean world in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC. Polybius
is especially valued for his analytical approach, emphasis on eye-
witness testimony, and interest in geography and military logistics,
making him an essential source for understanding Roman expan-
sion in regions such as southern Gaul and the Alpine frontier.

In this passage the Greek text reads: “And Opimius, having as-
sembled his forces in the city of the Placentines (Placentia), and
having made his march through the Apennine mountains, ar-
rived among the Oxybii” Although the name appears as Koivtog
(Quintus) in the Greek, Blanc correctly identifies the commander
as Lucius Opimius, the Roman consul sent in 154 BC to defend
the Massaliote settlements against the Ligurian tribes of the Oxy-
bii and Deciates. The passage describes Opimius gathering troops
at Placentia (modern Piacenza), crossing the Apennines, and
descending into Ligurian territory. Blanc cites it as historical evi-
dence, distinct from the mythic Hercules traditions, that a practical
military route linked northern Italy to the Maritime Alpine region
in the mid-2nd century BC, supporting his argument for an early
line of communication between Italy and southern Gaul.

k. The Massaliote settlements were the trading posts and allied
communities established by the Greek city of Massalia (modern
Marseille), founded around 600 BC by Phocaean Greeks. From this
base, Massalia developed a network of coastal colonies and com-
mercial stations along southern Gaul and eastern Spain, facilitating
Mediterranean trade and maintaining strategic alliances with local
tribes.

1. The Deciates were a Ligurian tribe inhabiting the coastal re-
gion west of the Maritime Alps, near present-day Antibes. In the
2nd century BC they came into conflict with Massalia and Rome,
prompting Roman military intervention under the consul Opimius
in 154 BC.

m. The Oxybii were another Ligurian tribe settled east of the De-
ciates, in the area between modern Antibes and the Italian border.
Like the Deciates, they opposed Massaliote influence and were de-
feated by Roman forces in the mid-2nd century BC, marking an

important step in Rome’s expansion into southern Gaul.

n. Blanc’s citation refers to Book I of De Bello Civili (The Civil
War) by Julius Caesar. In this work, Caesar recounts his campaign
against Pompey’s forces in Spain and the subsequent movements of
his troops through Gallia Narbonensis. By citing Book I, Blanc is
pointing to Caesar’s own firsthand account as historical evidence
that Roman legions advanced as far as the Var, thereby supporting
his argument about the early use of the coastal route later associat-
ed with the Via Julia Augusta.

o. Petreius was a Roman general and supporter of Pompey during
the Roman Civil War. A seasoned commander, he had previously
served with distinction in Spain and North Africa. In 49 BC, he
helped lead Pompey’s forces in Hispania against Julius Caesar but
was ultimately defeated. After surrendering to Caesar, he later re-
joined the Pompeian cause and died following another defeat in
North Africa.

p. Afranius was a Roman politician and military commander
closely allied with Pompey. He served as consul in 60 BC and gov-
erned provinces in Hispania. During the Civil War, he command-
ed Pompeian legions in Spain alongside Petreius but was forced to
surrender to Julius Caesar in 49 BC. Although initially pardoned,
he eventually resumed opposition to Caesar and was later execut-
ed.

q. Pompey (Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus), often called “Pompey the
Great,” was one of the most powerful Roman generals and states-
men of the late Republic. Once an ally of Julius Caesar in the First
Triumvirate, he later became his chief rival. Their conflict sparked
the Roman Civil War in 49 BC. After suffering defeat, Pompey fled
to Egypt, where he was assassinated in 48 BC, marking a decisive
turning point in Rome’s transition from Republic to Empire.

r. Quintus Rufius Calenus was a Roman senator and general who
supported Julius Caesar during the Civil War. A trusted lieutenant,
he commanded forces in Spain and later escorted surrendered
Pompeian legions back through southern Gaul. Loyal to Caesar’s
faction after his death, Calenus continued to play a political and
military role during the turbulent years that followed.

s. Gallia Narbonensis was a Roman province in southern Gaul,
roughly corresponding to modern Provence and Languedoc. Es-
tablished in the 2nd century BC, it served as a vital land corridor
between Italy and Spain. With its network of Roman roads, includ-
ing the route later known as the Via Julia Augusta, it was strategi-
cally crucial for troop movements, trade, and administration.

t. Cicero (106-43 BC) was a Roman statesman, lawyer, and prolific
author whose surviving correspondence is one of the principal lit-
erary sources for the final decades of the Roman Republic. Blanc’s
citation (Epistulae ad familiares, Book X, letters 34 and 35) refers
to Cicero’s collected letters to friends, which provide contempo-
rary evidence for political and military movements in southern
Gaul during the civil wars. These letters are especially valuable
because they offer firsthand testimony about events, commanders,
and routes in the region, making them an important documentary
source for reconstructing the historical context of the Via Julia Au-
gusta and the Roman presence in the Alpes Maritimae.

u. Lepidus (Marcus Aemilius Lepidus) was a Roman statesman
and military commander who initially supported Julius Caesar.
After Caesar’s assassination, he became one of the three members
of the Second Triumvirate alongside Mark Antony and Octavian.
Though politically overshadowed by his more powerful colleagues,
Lepidus controlled significant forces and territories in Gaul and
Spain before eventually being sidelined from power.
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and Antony (a), encamped on the banks of the Argens (b),
took from that point the road to Italy; now this can only refer to
the Julian road in these various passages, since the Via Aurelia
was constructed in these regions only under Augustus (c). It
is known, in fact, that this road, which was named Aurelia af-
ter Lucius Aurelius Cotta (d), who was consul in the year 609
of Rome with Servius Sulpicius Galba (e), led from Rome to
Forum Aurelii (f); it was continued to Genua (g) by Aemilius
Scaurus (h) and finally to Arles (i) under Augustus.

In the face of such a complete body of documents, and espe-
cially before this continuous line of Pelasgian (j) constructions
that mark its course, is it permissible to doubt that this road is
that great artery traced by the Pelasgians across the Alps, which
the Romans later adapted for their own use and which was de-
finitively abandoned only after the construction of the Via Au-
relia, because of the difficulty of its gradients, infinitely steeper
than those of the latter road. But even after it was replaced as
the principal artery, several of its sections still survived for a
long time and were maintained and repaired: this is what oc-
curred for the section between the Trebbia and Cimiez and for
the section situated between Auribeau and Fréjus. One readily
understands, indeed, that after the construction of the Via Au-
relia, Ad Horrea, which found itself several kilometers removed
from the new road, had to be connected to it by a branch; one
also readily understands that, since the distance from Auribeau
to Fréjus by the old road was half as short as that which would
have had to be traveled to return to the Oxybian port and from
there to Fréjus, the section from Auribeau to Fréjus must always
have prevailed over the new route that passed through Cannes,
La Napoule, Agay, etc., and this is in fact the one shown on
the Peutinger Table, which clearly indicates between Antipolis
and Forum Julii a very marked bend toward the north; I would
not even be surprised if this latter route through Vallauris,
Mougins, and Auribeau ultimately prevailed and if the coastal
route was completely abandoned at this point.

Convinced that I had rediscovered the course of the Julian
road between Cimiez and Auribeau, after carefully studying the

a. The Antony mentioned by Cicero is Mark Antony (Marcus
Antonius), the Roman general and statesman who was one of
Julius Caesar’s most trusted lieutenants during the Civil War.
At the time referred to here, Antony was operating in southern
Gaul as a commander of Caesarian forces, alongside Lepidus.
When Cicero notes that their armies were encamped on the
banks of the Argens and then “took the road to Italy, he is
describing military movements during the struggle between
Caesar and Pompey. Blanc uses this reference to argue that a
major established road already linked Provence to Italy before
the Augustan extension of the Via Aurelia — a route he iden-
tifies with the Julian road. This is the same Mark Antony who
would later become one of the three members of the Second
Triumvirate and the famous ally of Cleopatra, but in this earlier
episode he appears simply as a senior general in Caesar’s camp.

b. The Argens is a coastal river in eastern Provence that rises
near Seillons-Source-d’Argens and flows roughly 115 kilome-
ters westward across the Var department before emptying into
the Mediterranean near Fréjus.

c. Augustus (born Gaius Octavius, later Octavian) was the
adopted heir of Julius Caesar and the first Roman emperor.
After defeating Mark Antony and Cleopatra in 31 BCE, he
consolidated power and transformed the Roman Republic into
the Roman Empire. During his reign (27 BCE-14 CE), he un-
dertook major administrative and infrastructural reforms, in-
cluding the extension and formalization of key road networks
in Gaul. The continuation of the Via Aurelia to Arles and the
development of what became known as the Via Julia Augusta
are associated with his broader program of organizing and in-
tegrating the western provinces into the imperial system.

d. Lucius Aurelius Cotta was a Roman statesman of the gens
Aurelia who served as consul in 65 BCE. He belonged to a
prominent plebeian family that had risen to high office during
the late Republic. As consul, he was a political contemporary of
figures such as Cicero and Pompey, and he is remembered in
part because the Via Aurelia, the great coastal road originally
running north from Rome, bore the name of his family. Al-
though the road itself had earlier phases and later extensions,
it was associated with the Aurelii, and Cotta’s consulship helps
date one important stage in its development within the broader
expansion of Rome’s road network toward northern Italy and
southern Gaul.

e. Servius Sulpicius Galba was a Roman politician of the late
Republic who served as consul in 65 BCE alongside Lucius Au-
relius Cotta. A member of the distinguished Sulpicii family, he
belonged to the senatorial elite active during the turbulent de-
cades before the fall of the Republic. His consulship places him
in the same political generation as Cicero, Pompey, and Cras-
sus. He should not be confused with the later emperor Galba
(who ruled briefly in 68-69 CE); this earlier Servius Sulpicius
Galba was a Republican magistrate whose importance lies
chiefly in his consulship and participation in the governing
class during a period of intense political rivalry in Rome.

f. Forum Aurelii was a Roman settlement in Etruria (modern
Tuscany), situated along the Via Aurelia, the great coastal road
running north from Rome. The name means “the market (or
forum) of the Aurelii,” indicating a connection with the Au-
relius family, after whom the road was named. It functioned
as a stopping point or small urban center along this important
communication route. Most scholars identify it with a site near
modern Montalto di Castro, north of Rome. In Blanc’s passage,
Forum Aurelii marks the early northern extent of the Via Au-
relia before the road was later extended further toward Liguria

and eventually into southern Gaul under Augustus.

g. Genua was the ancient Roman name for the city now known
as Genoa, located on the Ligurian coast of northwestern Italy.
Originally a Ligurian settlement, it became an important Ro-
man municipium and a key maritime and commercial center.
Because of its strategic position between northern Italy and
the Ligurian coast, Genua served as a crucial junction where
coastal and inland routes connected. In Blanc’s passage, the
extension of the Via Aurelia to Genua under Aemilius Scaurus
marks a major stage in Rome’s effort to secure and organize
communications along the northwestern Italian coastline be-
fore the road network was pushed further west toward Gaul.

h. Marcus Aemilius Scaurus was a powerful Roman states-
man of the late 2nd century BCE. He served as consul in 115
BCE and was one of the most influential senators of his gener-
ation, holding the prestigious position of princeps senatus (the
leading member of the Senate). During his career he played
a major role in Roman politics and foreign affairs, especially
in relations with North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean.
He is also traditionally credited with extending the Via Aurelia
northward to Genua (modern Genoa), strengthening Rome’s
control over the Ligurian coast and improving communica-
tions between central Italy and the northwest. His road-build-
ing activity formed part of Rome’s broader effort to consolidate
its hold on recently subdued regions and secure military move-
ment along the Italian coastline.

i. In the Roman period, Arles, then known as Arelate, was an
important colony in southern Gaul strategically located on the
Rhone River. Founded as a Roman colony in 46 BCE under
Julius Caesar for veterans of the Sixth Legion, it quickly be-
came a major commercial and administrative center linking
the Mediterranean coast with inland Gaul. Its position made
it a key junction in the imperial road network, including the
routes later associated with the Via Aurelia and Via Julia Au-
gusta. The city flourished under the Empire, leaving impressive
monuments such as its amphitheatre, theatre, and cryptoporti-
cus, which still testify to its prominence in Roman Gaul.

j. In this sentence, Pelasgian refers to constructions attributed
to the Pelasgians, a name used in ancient Greek tradition for a
very early, pre-Greek people of the Aegean world. By Blanc’s
time in the nineteenth century, the term was often employed
rather loosely by antiquarians to describe extremely ancient
stone structures whose true builders were unknown. Massive
polygonal or so-called “cyclopean” masonry, especially when
thought to predate Roman occupation, was frequently labeled
“Pelasgian” In this context, Blanc is not claiming firm histor-
ical proof that a people called the Pelasgians built the road;
rather, he is suggesting that the visible stone remains appear to
be of great antiquity and possibly pre-Roman origin. Modern
archaeology treats such terminology cautiously, recognizing it
as part of earlier speculative scholarship rather than established
historical identification.
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terrain and drawing up a plan, as exact as possible, of its route,
I searched the old maps of Provence to see whether I might
find any trace of the road that I had just reconstructed. For this
purpose, I consulted all the old maps deposited in the Biblio-
théque Nationale (a); but none of them, I must say, bore the
trace that I was seeking. It is also true that very few of these
maps indicate roads, and that all seem to have been copied one
from another; indeed, the same errors of names and locations
are encountered in them. I was about to abandon this search
when M. Cortambert (b), the learned curator of the geogra-
phy section, who had taken an interest in my work and assisted
me with his sound advice, urged me to examine the manuscript
maps of d’Anville (c).

It was there that I was to find striking confirmation of the
accuracy of my work; for it is well known how meticulous the
illustrious geographer was in the smallest details of his work,
and one may be certain that the roads traced on his maps truly
existed in his time, even when no trace of them might later be
found either on the ground or in earlier or later maps. Now,
in the section of modern maps, on sheet no. 104, which rep-
resents the eastern part of Provence, I find a road drawn in red
ink which, starting from Cimiez, passes the Var at the ford of
Gattieres, the Cagne (d) below Saint-Jeannet, goes through Les
Pioliers, the Fort Carré, and Vence; from there it heads toward
Auribeau, passing by Les Sines and eight hundred or a thou-
sand meters below Tourrettes. Having reached this point, the
road indicated by d’Anville turns somewhat north of my own
route, runs between Opio and Le Bar (e), and passes through
Grasse (f), from which it descends directly to Tanneron (g),
which he called Tournon, and to Fréjus, leaving Auribeau to
the left. This discrepancy between my researches and the route
shown by d’Anville is only apparent, for it is quite possible that
after crossing the Loup, a branch of the Roman road may have
headed toward Reii Apollinares (h), passing through Grasse,
Cabris (i), Saint-Cézaire (j), Callian (k), Montauroux (1), Fay-
ence (m), Callas (n), and Anteis (0), and that, as a result of the
importance that Grasse acquired during the Middle Ages, this
route ultimately prevailed over the one that I indicate and was
the only one still in existence in the time of d’Anville. On the

a. The Bibliothéque nationale de France (often abbreviated
BnF) is France’s national library and one of the largest and most
important libraries in the world. Its origins date back to the
royal library of the French kings in the Middle Ages; it became
a national institution during the French Revolution. Today it
holds millions of printed books, manuscripts, maps, prints,
photographs, coins, and digital resources.

The BnF has several sites in Paris, including the historic
Richelieu complex and the modern Frangois-Mitterrand site
along the Seine. It is also responsible for legal deposit in France,
meaning publishers are required to deposit copies of their
works there. For researchers, its digital platform Gallica pro-
vides free online access to vast collections of scanned books,
newspapers, manuscripts, and images.

b. Pierre-Frangois Eugéne Cortambert (1805-1881) was a
French geographer, educator, and librarian who played an im-
portant role in nineteenth-century French geographical schol-
arship. After 1863 he served as curator of the geography section
at the Bibliotheque nationale de France, where he oversaw the
library’s important collections of maps and atlases. Cortambert
was also a prolific author of geography textbooks widely used
in French schools and was active in learned societies, including
the Société de Géographie. Known for his organizational work
and expertise in cartography, he helped classify and develop
the national map collections.

c. Jean-Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville (1697-1782) was one
of the most respected cartographers of the eighteenth century
and a pioneer of critical, source-based geography. Unlike many
earlier mapmakers who filled blank areas with speculation,
d’Anville was known for his methodological rigor: he removed
uncertain features and relied carefully on classical texts, travel
accounts, and documented measurements. He produced influ-
ential maps of ancient geography, including Roman Gaul and
the Mediterranean world, which remained authoritative well
into the nineteenth century.

d. The Cagne is a short coastal river in the Alpes-Maritimes
that rises in the hills above Coursegoules, flows through Vence
and Cagnes-sur-Mer, and empties into the Mediterranean west
of Nice, historically marking a small but locally important nat-
ural corridor between the uplands and the sea.

e. In Roman times, the site of Le Bar-sur-Loup lay within the
hinterland of Antipolis and the broader territory of Romanized
Ligurian peoples. Though no major urban center developed
there, the Loup valley formed a natural inland corridor linking
the coast to the interior. The area likely supported rural estates
and agricultural activity that fed the coastal towns, and it may
have been influenced by secondary routes branching from the
main coastal road system.

f. In the Roman period, Grasse occupied elevated terrain
within the territory of Antipolis. While it did not rival coastal
cities in size or importance, archaeological finds indicate rural
occupation and agricultural exploitation of the surrounding
lands. Its position overlooking routes between the coast and
the pre-Alpine interior suggests it may have been connected
to minor Roman roads serving estates and small settlements.

g. Tanneron, situated in the wooded hills west of the Siagne,
lay in a sparsely populated upland zone during Roman times.
The massif formed part of the natural barrier between the
coastal plain and the interior of Gaul. While not an urban cen-
ter, the region may have been crossed by minor routes linking
Forum Julii (Fréjus) to inland settlements, and it would have
supported pastoral and small-scale agricultural activity under

Roman administration.

h. In Roman times Reii Apollinares (now known as Riez) was
an important settlement in the province of Gallia Narbonensis,
originally the chief town of the Gallic tribe known as the Reii.
The addition Apollinares reflects the prominence of the cult of
Apollo there, suggesting either a significant temple or an impe-
rial-era re-foundation associated with that deity. By the Impe-
rial period, Reii Apollinares had the status of a civitas (admin-
istrative center) and later became a bishopric in Late Antiquity.
Substantial Roman remains, including columns from a temple,
parts of the forum area, baths, and city walls, attest to its devel-
opment as a structured Roman town serving the inland route
between the Rhone valley and the Alpine regions.

i. Cabris, perched high above the Siagne valley, occupied a
commanding position in antiquity as well as in later centuries.
Though no large Roman town existed there, the site’s eleva-
tion suggests earlier Ligurian occupation later absorbed into
the Roman provincial system. It likely formed part of a rural
network of settlements supplying nearby coastal centers and
overseeing movement through the surrounding valleys.

j. In Roman times, Saint-Cézaire-sur-Siagne lay within the
interior territory connected to both Antipolis and Forum Ju-
lii. The Siagne valley provided access between the coast and
upland Gaul, and archaeological evidence in the broader area
indicates rural villas and agricultural exploitation. Although
not a major Roman settlement, the locality would have been
integrated into the provincial road and estate system that sus-
tained the more prominent coastal cities.

k. In Roman times, the site of Callian lay within the eastern
territory of Forum Julii (Fréjus), in a landscape shaped by Ro-
man rural administration. Though not a major urban center,
the elevated position suggests earlier Ligurian occupation later
absorbed into the Roman provincial system. The surrounding
lands would have supported agricultural estates connected by
minor routes to the larger road network of Gallia Narbonensis.

1. Montauroux, perched above the plains near the Siagne ba-
sin, occupied territory integrated into the Roman hinterland
of Forum Julii. During the Roman period, the area likely con-
sisted of scattered rural settlements and agricultural domains
supplying grain, olives, and wine. Its position near inland com-
munication corridors suggests it may have been influenced by
secondary Roman roads linking the coast to interior Gaul.

m. In antiquity, Fayence stood within the Romanized territory
stretching inland from Fréjus. Although no major Roman city
developed there, archaeological evidence in the broader region
indicates the presence of villas and cultivated estates typical
of provincial Gaul. Its commanding hilltop position suggests
continuity from pre-Roman settlement patterns into the Ro-
man era.

n. In Roman times, Callas lay within the inland territory of
Forum Julii (modern Fréjus), in a zone that had been subdued
after Rome’s campaigns against the Ligurian tribes in the 2nd
century BCE. Though not an urban center, the area formed
part of the structured rural landscape of Gallia Narbonensis,
characterized by agricultural estates (villae), small settlements,
and minor roads linking the interior to the coast. Its elevated
position overlooking surrounding valleys suggests continuity
from earlier Ligurian occupation into the Roman period, when
the region was integrated into the provincial administrative
and economic network centered on Fréjus.

o. Entrevaux, identified with ancient Antaeae (Anteis), occu-

pied a strategic position in the Var valley along inland routes
linking the coast to the Alpine interior. In Roman times, it
likely functioned as a small settlement or waypoint along the
communication corridor between the Mediterranean and the
mountains. Its location made it part of the defensive and ad-
ministrative network securing movement through southeast-
ern Gaul.
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map that I cite, there is a gap between Auribeau and No-
tre-Dame de I'Estérel, a gap that has now been filled, and the
road is shown as passing through Tanneron and Notre-Dame
de I'Estérel.

In sum, except for the section between the Loup and Au-
ribeau, the road traced by d’Anville follows exactly the route
that I have indicated, so exactly that, if this map had been en-
graved, I might have been accused of slavishly copying the work
of the great geographer whom France rightly honors.

The reasons that lead me to prefer Opio to Grasse for the
passage of the Julian road are: first, that between the Loup and
Opio, as I have said, there exist several stretches of an old road
along whose edges Roman tombs are encountered at every step;
second, that Opio was certainly inhabited and fortified by the
Romans, whereas it would be very difficult to discover definite
traces of this at Grasse; third, because it is the shortest route for
traveling from Tourrettes to Auribeau, and especially the point
where a road could most easily have been established owing to
the slight elevation of the hills in this region; fourth, finally, be-
cause there exists a road running along the southern part of the
territory of Grasse, and this road is known in the country under
the name of Camin Roumiou (). This road is mentioned by
the author of the Annuaire du Var (b), 1821, in an article enti-
tled Ancient Geography, in the same Annuaire du Var in a letter
responding to that article (1822), and finally in the Statistique
du département du Var by Noyon (c), under the article Roman
Roads. Now, according to these various authors, this road ap-
peared to run from Auribeau toward Opio, leaving Grasse to
the north. It can still be followed today between the hamlet of
Le Plan (d) and the village of Mouans (e).

It therefore seems established to me that, prior to the con-
struction of the Via Aurelia, an ancient road, which every in-
dication suggests was the Via Julia Augusta, departed from
Cimiez, crossed the Var at Gattiéres, passed through Vence,
Tourrettes, Opio, Mouans, Auribeau, and Mandelieu, from
where it went directly to Fréjus across the Esterel.

Vence, March 1877.

Ep. BLANC

a. The Camin Roumiou (or Camin Roumieu) is a Provengal
place-name meaning “Roman road,” derived from camin
(path) and roumiou (Roman). In the region between Auribeau,
Opio, and Grasse, the name was traditionally applied to an old
rural track that local memory associated with ancient Roman
origins. Nineteenth-century authors cited by Blanc, including
contributors to the Annuaire du Var and Noyon in his Statis-
tique du département du Var, recorded this road as running
from Auribeau toward Opio while leaving Grasse to the north.
Although such names do not in themselves prove Roman con-
struction, Blanc uses the documented existence and alignment
of the Camin Roumiou as supporting evidence for his argu-
ment that the Via Julia Augusta followed this southern route
rather than passing through Grasse.

b. The Annuaire du Var was a 19th-century annual publica-
tion devoted to the département of the Var, combining admin-
istrative information with essays on local history, geography,
statistics, and antiquities. Like many departmental annuaires
of the period, it served partly as a civil directory (listing offi-
cials, institutions, and practical data) and partly as a learned
review in which scholars published articles on subjects such
as ancient geography and Roman roads. The issues Blanc cites
(1821-1822) included discussions about the course of Roman
routes in Provence, which he draws upon to support his argu-
ment about the Via Julia Augusta.

c. The Statistique du département du Var by Noyon was a
19th-century departmental survey that formed part of a broad-
er movement in post-Revolutionary France to document each
département in systematic detail. Such “statistiques” were not
limited to numbers; they typically combined geography, topog-
raphy, population data, agriculture, industry, roads, antiquities,
and historical notes. Noyon’s volume on the Var included dis-
cussion of ancient routes and so-called Roman roads in the
region, which is why Blanc cites it in support of his argument
about the line of the Via Julia Augusta. Like many works of this
genre, it blended administrative description with antiquarian
scholarship, preserving valuable local traditions and observa-
tions from the early 19th century.

d. Le Plan is a small hamlet in the Grasse-Opio area situated
on relatively level ground, historically part of the rural agricul-
tural plain through which old routes, including the so-called
Camin Roumiou, are said to have passed.

e. Mouans-Sartoux (historically referred to simply as Mouans)
is a village between Cannes and Grasse that developed around
a medieval castle and occupies a strategic position along in-
land communication routes linking the coastal plain with the
hinterland.



